Weekly Compilation of 


Presidential 
Documents 


Monday, February 20, 1984 
Volume 20—Number 7 
Pages 195-232 





Index of Contents 


Addresses to the Nation 
US.-Soviet relations, radio address—198 


Addresses and Remarks 


Foreign and domestic issues, interview with 
Knight-Ridder News Service—204 

National Crime Prevention Week, White 
House ceremony—216 

Republican women officials, White House 
luncheon— 

Space shuttle Challenger, telephone 
conversation with astronauts—195 

Susan B. Anthony fundraising program—218 


Appointments and Nominations 


Acid Precipitation Task Force, member—218 

Board for International Broadcasting, 
member—196 

Equal nae ent Opportunity Commission, 
membe 

Federal Serves Impasses Panel, members—221 

International Private Enterprise Task Force, 
members—213 

Navy Department, Assistant Secretary 
(Financial Management)—197 

President’s Commission on White House 


wt esa members—196 
a 


President’s National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee, 
member—222 

Treasury Department 
Assistant General Counsel (Chief Gages for 

the Internal Revenue Service)—19 
Assistant Secretary (Policy Planning and 
Communications)—222 
Deputy Under Secretary (International 
airs)—218 


Communications to Congress 


Central America Democracy, Peace and 
Development Initiative legislation, 
message—: 


Communications to Congress—Continued 
President’s Commission on Strategic Forces, 
recommendations, letter—196 
U.S. forces in Lebanon, report transmittal—216 
US. international activities in science and 
technology, report transmittal—226 


Executive Orders 


District of Columbia Police and Firefighters’ 
Retirement and Disability System, 
maa as Federal retirement system— 


President’s Advisory Committee on Mediation 
and Conciliation—228 


Letters, Messages, Telegrams 


Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week, 1984, 
message—221 
Lincoln Day, 1984, message—199 


Meetings With Foreign Leaders 
Egypt, President Mohammed Hosni Mubarak— 
Jordan, King Hussein I—200, 213 
Memorandums to Federal Agencies 
Soybean product imports from Brazil—204 
Proclamations 
Municipal Clerk’s Week, 1984—203 
National Agriculture Day, 1984—202 
National Surveyors Week, 1984—202 
Save Your Vision Week, 1984—201 
White House Statements 
Situation in Lebanon—197 
Supplementary Materials 
Acts approved by the President—232 
Checklist of White House press releases—231 
Digest of other White House announcements— 


Nominations submitted to the Senate—231 


[A Cumulative Index to Prior Issues appears at the end of this issue.] 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF 


PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 








Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Register, 
National Archives and Records Service, General Services Adminis- 
tration, Wasaga, DC. 20408, the Weekly Compilation of 

ges, and other 
Presidential ae released by the White House during the 
preceding week. 

The Weekly C ilation of Presid 





ial Di is pub- 
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Register 





Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under regula- 
tions prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the Federal 
Register, approved by the President (37 FR 23607; 1 CFR Part 
10). 

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, a Cc. 20402. 
The Weekly Compilation of Presid 1D will be fur- 
nished by mail to domestic te for $55.00 per year ($96.00 
for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for $68.75 per 
year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, D.C. 20402. The charge for a single 
copy is $2.25 ($2.85 for foreign mailing). 

There are no restrictions on the republication rad material ap- 
pearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presid l 











Week Ending Friday, February 17, 1984 


Space Shuttle Challenger 





Remarks in a Telephone Conversation With 
the Astronauts On Board the Shuttle. 
February 9, 1984 





The President. Commander Brand, I'd 
like to say a good morning to you and your 
crew. I’m talking to you from California. I 
don’t know exactly where you are. I know 
you're up there someplace. But you're all 
doing a fine job on this historic mission. 

And Id like to say hello to Bruce 
McCandless and Bob Stewart who are send- 
ing us this spectacular television coverage 
of man’s historic walk in space. Let me ask 
you, what’s it like to work out there unat- 
tached to the shuttle and maneuvering 
freely in space? 

Astronaut McCandless. Well, we’ve had a 
great deal of training, sir, so it feels quite 
comfortable. 

The view is simply spectacular and pan- 
oramic. And we believe that—maneuvering 
units first time working unattached—we’re 
literally opening a new frontier in what 
man can do in space, and we'll be paving 
the way for many important operations on 
the coming space station, sir. 

The President. Well, that is just great. 
You’ve really opened a new era for the 
world in space with this mission. You’ve 
shown both our commercial partners and 
our foreign partners, who play an important 
role in this and other missions to come, that 
man does have the tools to work effectively 
in space. 

I understand you had an opportunity this 
morning—an unexpected or unscheduled 
thing—maneuvering the _ shuttle and 
making the recovery of an object in space. 

Commander? 

Commander Brand. Yes, sir. 

The President. What do you and Hoot 
Gibson and Ron McNair do while Bruce 
and Bob are working outside? 

Commander Brand. Well, we're pretty 
busy in here just keeping track of them. 


They have a lot of tests to go through and, 
of course, it is the first check out of some- 
thing that’s rather futuristic, the backpack, 
the man-maneuvering unit. So we’re just 
monitoring them, making sure that we 
don’t lose sight of them. 

The President. That’s good. [Laughing] 

Say, Hoot, I understand you must have a 
special interest in making sure everything’s 
working right up there, since your wife will 
be making the trip on board the shuttle this 
summer. Do you have any tips to pass along 
to her? 

Astronaut Gibson. That’s true, Mr. Presi- 
dent, she is. She’s going up about in August, 
and that’s why, as you say, I’ve been trying 
to check everything out and make sure it’s 
going to work well when she goes. The 
thought of myself going up doesn’t bother 
me, but I think I'll be nervous when she 
goes. 

The President. | can understand that. Do 
you think she’ll enjoy it? 

Astronaut Gibson. I know she'll enjoy it. 

The President. Well, now, could I ask, 
how are the experiments on board the shut- 
tle working out? I understand that you have 
one deaiing with arthritis and other experi- 
ments on board that may lead to advances 
in manufacturing and various kinds of mate- 
rial processing. 

Astronaut McNair. Mr. President, the ex- 
periments are working out very well. We’re 
very pleased with the results we're seeing, 
and there’s a lot of promise being demon- 
strated in all the areas you’ve just men- 
tioned. And we look forward to getting 
them back on the ground and analyzed and 
make some good use of these results. 

The Presiden. Well, let me again con- 
gratulate all of you on board the space shut- 
tle Challenger. You’re doing a fine job. 
Your commitment and courage on this his- 
toric flight, I think, are an inspiration to all 
of us. 

And I know that you have things to do 
much more important than getting a tele- 
phone call from Earth, so let me just say to 
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you, have a safe journey home and God 
bless you all. 

Commander Brand. Thank you very 
much for calling, sir. We really appreciate 
it. 

The President. That’s my pleasure. All 
right. 

Astronaut McCandless. We're all proud 
to be part of this mission. 

The President. All right. Goodby. 


Note: The President spoke at 7:32 a.m. from 
Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif. 

The transcript of the conversation was 
not available in time for inclusion in last 
week’s issue. 


President’s Commission on White 
House Fellowships 





Appointment of Two Members. 
February 9, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the President’s Commission 
on White House Fellowships. These are 
new appointments. 


Garrett D. Pagon is president of Snohomish 
Commercial Realty, Inc., in Snohomish, Wash. 
Previously he was assistant vice president of 
the Winmar Co., Inc., in 1976-1979 and assist- 
ant vice president of the Seattle First National 
Bank in 1975-1976. He graduated from Stan- 
ford University (B.A., 1967) and Harvard Busi- 
ness School (M.B.A., 1972). He is married, has 
four children, and resides in Snohomish, Wash. 
He was born November 12, 1945, in Washing- 
ton, D.C. 

Bishop William Milton Smith is Senior Bishop 
of the African Methodist Episcopal Zion 
Church. He is also on the national board of 
directors and steering committee of the 
NAACP. He received his B.S. degree from Ala- 
bama State University and has studied at Tus- 
kegee Institute, Hood Seminary (Livingstone 
College), and Perkins School of Theology 
(Southern Methodist University). He is married, 
has one child, and resides in Mobile, Ala. He 
was born December 18, 1918, in Stockton, Ala. 


Note: The announcement was not received 
in time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 
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Board for International Broadcasting 





Nomination of Edward Noonan Ney To Be 
a Member. February 9, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Edward Noonan Ney to be 
a member of the Board for International 
Broadcasting for a term expiring April 28, 
1985. He would succeed Charles David 
Ablard. 

Mr. Ney is chairman and chief executive 
officer of Young and Rubicam, Inc., in New 
York City. He has been with Young and 
Rubicam, Inc., since 1951 and served as 
president of the international division in 
1968-1970; executive vice president in 
1967-1968; senior vice president in 1963- 
1967; and vice president in 1959-1963. He 
serves as a director on the Warner Commu- 
nications, Inc., board of directors and as a 
member of the executive committee of 
Radio Free Europe. 

He graduated from Amherst College 
(B.A., 1947). He is married, has three chil- 
dren, and resides in New York City. He was 
born May 26, 1925, in St. Paul, Minn. 


Note: The announcement was not received 
in time for inclusion in last week's issue. 


Recommendations of the President’s 
Commission on Strategic Forces 





Letter to the Chairmen of the Senate and 
House Committees on Armed Services. 
February 9, 1984 





Dear Mr. Chairman: 

I am pleased to report that over the past 
eight months significant progress has been 
made toward implementing the recommen- 
dations of the Scowcroft Commission. Such 
progress has been possible only because of 
bipartisan cooperation and support from 
both Houses of Congress. The attached 
report is submitted pursuant to the provi- 
sions of section 1231(e) of Title XII of the 
Department of Defense Authorization Act, 
1984, enacted as part of Public Law 98-94. 
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The attached document addresses 
topics set out in section 1231(e). 

This effort has provided a unique oppor- 
tunity for Republicans and Democrats to 
work together for our common goal of equi- 
table, verifiable arms control and a more 
stable peaceful world. I trust that the at- 
tached report provides you the information 
necessary for your continued support in im- 
plementing fully the recommendations of 
the Scowcroft Commission. 

Sincerely, 


the 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to John Tower, chairman of the 
Senate Armed Services Committee, and 
Melvin Price, chairman of the House Armed 
Services Committee. 

The text of the letter was released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary on February 
10. It was not received in time for inclusion 
in last week’s issue. 


Department of the Treasury 





Nomination of Fred T. Goldberg, Jr., To Be 
an Assistant General Counsel (Chief 
Counsel for the Internal Revenue Service). 
February 10, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Fred T. Goldberg, Jr., to 
be an Assistant General Counsel in the De- 
partment of the Treasury (Chief Counsel for 
the Internal Revenue Service). He would 
succeed Kenneth W. Gideon. 

Mr. Goldberg presently serves as a part- 
ner with the law firm of Latham, Watkins 
& Hills (tax department) in Washington, 
D.C. He served as Assistant to the Commis- 
sioner of Internal Revenue in 1981-1982 
and Acting Director, Legislation and Regu- 
lations Division, Office of Chief Counsel, In- 
ternal Revenue Service, in 1982. Previously 
he was with Latham, Watkins & Hills as a 
partner in 1981 and an associate in 1973- 
1981. He was an instructor at Yale Universi- 
ty in 1971-1973. 

He graduated from Yale University (B.A., 
1969; J.D., 1973). He is married, has four 


children, and resides in Bethesda, Md. He 
was born October 15, 1947, in St. Louis, 
Mo. 


Note: The announcement was not received 
in time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Department of the Navy 





Nomination of Robert H. Conn To Be 
Assistant Secretary (Financial 
Management). February 10, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Robert H. Conn to be As- 
sistant Secretary of the Navy (Financial 
Management). This is a new position. 

Since 1981 he has been serving as 
Deputy Under Secretary of the Navy (Fi- 
nancial Management). Previously he was 
manager of the federal liaison division of 
Arthur Andersen & Co. in 1972-1981. He 
served in the United States Navy in 1943- 
1972 in various positions, including Assist- 
ant Director, Budget and Reports, Office of 
the Navy Comptroller (1969-1972); Direc- 
tor, Fleet Resources Office, Headquarters 
Naval Material Command (1968-1969); and 
Assistant Director in the Chief of Naval Op- 
erations Budget Office (1967-1968). He re- 
tired from the Navy as captain on January 
1, 1972. 

He graduated from the University of Mis- 
sissippi (B.A., 1956) and the University of 
Rochester (M.S., 1962). He is married, has 
five children, and resides in Kilmarnock, 
Va. He was born June 8, 1925, in Boonton, 
NJ. 


Note: The announcement was not received 
in time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


Situation in Lebanon 





White House Statement. February 10, 1984 





The President this afternoon spoke with 
the Vice President and Robert C. McFar- 
lane, Assistant to the President for National 
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Security Affairs, to receive an update on the 
situation in Lebanon and receive their rec- 
ommendations on Secretary Weinberger’s 
withdrawal plan and the composition of the 
United States delegation to the funeral serv- 
ices for Yuriy Andropov. They spoke at 1:30 
p.m. PST (4:30 p.m. EST) for 15 minutes. 

The President this afternoon received the 
plan for the redeployment for the United 
States multinational force in Lebanon from 
Secretary Weinberger. The report remains 
under review. The President has directed 
that consultations take place with the Gov- 
ernment of Lebanon and other members of 
the multinational force. A decision will not 
be made until those consultations are com- 
plete, and we do not expect a final decision 
until the first of next week. 


Note: The statement was not received in 
time for inclusion in last week’s issue. 


United States-Soviet Relations 





Radio Address to the Nation. 
February 11, 1984 





My fellow Americans: 

I'd like to speak to you about a subject 
always on the minds of Americans, but of 
particular interest today in view of the 
death of Soviet leader Yuriy Andropov: our 
relations with the Soviet Union. 

Changes of leadership have not happened 
often in the Soviet Union. Yuriy Andropov 
was only the sixth Communist Party leader 
in the 66 years since the Russian Revolu- 
tion. In recent months, he’d been totally 
absent from public view, so his death did 
not come as a shock to the world. Neverthe- 
less, the importance of the U.S.-Soviet rela- 
tionship makes his passing away a time for 
reflection on where that relationship is 
heading. 

The changes in Moscow are an opportuni- 
ty for both nations to examine closely the 
current state of our relations and to think 
about the future. We know that our rela- 


tionship is not what we would like it to be. 
We’ve made no secret of our views as to 
the reasons why. What is needed now is for 
both sides to sit down and find ways of 
solving some of the problems that divide us. 

In expressing my condolences to Mr. An- 
dropov’s family and to the Soviet Govern- 
ment, I emphasized once again America’s 
desire for genuine cooperation between our 
two countries. Together we can help make 
the world a better, more peaceful place. 
This was also the message for the Soviet 
people in my address on Soviet-American 
relations last month. In that speech, as in 
my private communications with the late 
Chairman Andropov, I stressed our commit- 
ment to a serious and intensive dialog with 
the Soviet Union, one aimed at building a 
more constructive U.S.-Soviet relationship. 

This commitment remains firm, and Vice 
President Bush will lead our delegation to 
Moscow for Mr. Andropov’s funeral. He will 
be accompanied by Senate Majority Leader 
Howard Baker and our Ambassador in 
Moscow, Arthur Hartman. I hope there will 
be an opportunity for the Vice President to 
meet with the new General Secretary. 

As we engage in discussions with Soviet 
leaders, we recognize the fundamental dif- 
ferences in our values and in our perspec- 
tives on many international issues. We must 
be realistic and not expect that these differ- 
ences can be wished away. But realism 
should also remind us that our two peoples 
share common bonds and interests. We are 
both relatively young nations with rich 
ethnic traditions and a pioneer philosophy. 
We have both experienced the terrible 
trauma of war. We have fought side by side 
in the victory over Nazi Germany. And 
while our governments have very different 
views, our sons and daughters have never 
fought each other. We must make sure they 
never do. 

Avoiding war and reducing arms is a 
starting point in our relationship with the 
Soviet Union, but we seek to accomplish 
more. With a good-faith effort on both 
sides, I believe the United States and the 
Soviet Union could begin rising above the 
mistrust and ill will that cloud our relations. 
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We could establish a basis for greater 
mutual understanding and constructive co- 
operation, and there’s no better time to 
make that good-faith effort than now. 


At this time of transition in the Soviet 
Union, our two nations should look to the 
future. We should find ways to work togeth- 
er to meet the challenge of preserving 
peace. Living in this nuclear age makes it 
imperative that we talk to each other, dis- 
cuss our differences, and seek solutions to 
the many problems that divide us. 


America is ready. We would welcome ne- 
gotiations. And I repeat today what I’ve 
said before: We’re prepared to meet the 
Soviets halfway in the search for mutually 
acceptable agreements. I hope the leaders 
of the Soviet Union will work with us in 
that same spirit. I invite them to take ad- 
vantage of the opportunities at hand to es- 
tablish a more stable and constructive rela- 
tionship. If the Soviet Government wants 
peace, then there will be peace. 


In recent days, millions of citizens inside 
the Soviet Union, the United States, and 
countries throughout the world have been 
brought together by one great event, the 
Winter Olympics. The competition is fierce, 
and we cheer for the men and women on 
our respective teams. But we can and 
should celebrate the triumphs of all athletes 
who compete in the true spirit of sports- 
manship and give the very best of them- 
selves. And when each race or event is 
done and our teams come together in 
friendship, we will remember that we are 
meant to be one family of nations. 


We who are leaders in government have 
an obligation to strive for cooperation every 
bit as hard as our athletes, who reach 
within for the greatest efforts of their lives. 
If the Soviet Government would join us in 
this spirit, then together we could build a 
safer and far better world for the human 
family, not just for today but for genera- 
tions to come. 


Till next week, thanks for listening. God 
bless you. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. from 
Rancho del Cielo, his ranch near Santa Bar- 
bara, Calif. 


Lincoln Day, 1984 





Message of the President. 
February 12, 1984 





Lincoln Day provides us with an opportu- 
nity to remember the life of a man widely 
admired for his beliefs and love for the 
people and the Union of the United States. 

Abraham Lincoln guided his country 
through one of the most difficult periods of 
its history, when bloodshed decided wheth- 
er two regions would remain united, or sep- 
arate, because of unresolved differences. It 
was his belief that that struggle would ulti- 
mately determine the fate of democracy 
throughout the world. With a strong, pa- 
tient, and sometimes weary hand, he led 
the American people from the most devas- 
tating war in our history to the pathway of 
greatness. Indeed, just as he envisioned, 
America remains the last, best hope for 
freedom in the world. 

In the annals of every great nation there 
are leaders whose legacy will endure 
through the ages. Lincoln was one of those 
leaders. Generations have looked up to him 
as the man who not only preserved the 
Union, but helped us realize that true de- 
mocracy is an evolving process. He once 
said the American Revolution “was the 
germ which has vegetated, and still is to 
grow and expand into the universal liberty 
of mankind.” Since his time our democratic 
system has evolved and made great strides 
in righting the wrongs that existed. Today, 
all of us have the chance to reap the rich 
benefits of liberty and opportunity. Lincoln 
would be proud of how far we have come. 
He would be pleased with this country and 
what its people stand for. 

In this year of hope for a better future, 
may we remember his words to an army 
regiment in 1865: “With malice toward 
none, with charity for all, with firmness in 
the right as God gives us to see the right, 
let us . . . achieve and cherish a just and 
lasting peace among ourselves and with all 
nations.” Americans have good reason to 
celebrate the life of Abraham Lincoln. And 
as Republicans, we remember him as one of 
the founders of our Party—the Party of 
peace, freedom, and equality for all. 


Ronald Reagan 
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Meeting With King Hussein I of Jordan 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
February 13, 1984 





The President. King Hussein and I met 
today in the spirit of good will and coopera- 
tion that characterizes the relationship be- 
tween the United States and the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan. Cooperation between 
us is increasingly vital in the face of the 
tragic violence in Lebanon, a growing ter- 
rorist threat, and the ominous cloud of war 
that hovers over much of the Middle East. 

Today we witness bloodshed and conflict 
between Iran and Iraq, in Chad, in the 
Western Sahara, and Lebanon. And now, as 
never before, it behooves people of good 
will to work together for peace and stabil- 
ity. 

King Hussein has led Jordan with 
strength and wisdom these last three dec- 
ades. He’s an experienced statesman, and 
his insights are valuable to us as well as to 
the people of Jordan. His Majesty was an 
important force behind the U.N. Resolution 
242, which continues to be the starting 
point for tangible Middle East peace efforts, 
including my own peace initiative of Sep- 
tember 1, 1982. 

King Hussein has proven himself a re- 
sponsible leader and a reliable friend on 
many occasions. His support for friends in 
the Gulf region has demonstrated his capac- 
ity for deeds as well as words. The econom- 
ic progress of his people, the political equal- 
ity and the religious tolerance found in 
Jordan are a tribute to the benevolence of 
his reign, and I am grateful for his counsel. 

His Majesty’s visit strengthens the bonds 
of friendship that link Jordan and the 
United States. America’s commitment to 
help Jordan meet its security needs remains 
firm and unwavering. 

Today we spoke of a number of bilateral 
concerns, but the focus of our meeting was 
on the issues affecting regional peace. We 
both believe that while the challenges 
remain formidable, the opportunities for a 
broader peace are still present. We also 
agree that terrorism cannot be tolerated 
and that the leaders of all states must stand 
together against this new barbarism that 
threatens civilization. 
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States that condone terrorism undermine 
their own legitimacy. In these times of trial, 
disillusionment would be easy. But my 
meeting today with King Hussein has reaf- 
firmed to me that the good and decent 
people of this world can and will work to- 
gether and that progress can be made 
toward the perplexing problem of peace in 
the Middle East. 

Your Majesty, it’s good to have you here. 

The King. Thank you very much, sir. 

Mr. President, once again, sir, it’s a privi- 
lege and a pleasure for me to have the 
opportunity to meet with you as the leader 
of the United States of America, as a man I 
respect and admire, as a friend. And I 
would like to say that these feelings are 
shared by my government and my people— 
the feelings of pride in our friendship, the 
feelings of pride in the fact that our goals 
and aims are one and the same; our ideas, 
our principles, our belonging to the family 
of free people throughout the world. 

The challenges before us are indeed tre- 
mendous, but the determination is there to 
strive for a better tomorrow. This is a cause 
to which we are dedicated in Jordan—the 
cause of a stable area, the cause of establish- 
ing, eventually, a just and lasting peace in 
the area, the cause of a better future for 
generations to come. 

On all the subjects, sir, that you were 
kind enough to address, I could not in all 
honesty say that I could have presented my 
views any differently. I thank you for the 
opportunity and the chance, sir, to discuss 
problems of the moment and to share with 
you the vision of the future and to reaffirm 
our commitment to our common goals of a 
better future within our area and within 
the world and for the establishment of a 
just and durable peace. 

We are proud of our friendship, and we 
will do all we can to see it grow and flour- 
ish in every way and in every area. Thank 
you once again, sir, for the wonderful op- 
portunity of meeting with you. God bless 
you, and thanks again for all your kind- 
nesses to me. 


Note: The President spoke at 1:06 p.m. to 
reporters assembled at the South Portico of 
the White House. Earlier, the President and 
the King met in the Oval Office and then 
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attended a working luncheon, together with 
U.S. and Jordanian officials, in the State 
Dining Room. 


Save Your Vision Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5150. February 13, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


Every day we rely on vision to provide us 
with a clear, vivid picture of our surround- 
ings and the people we care about. Al- 
though we use our eyesight in virtually all 
activities, we often take it for granted until 
it is endangered by disease or injury. This is 
unfortunate because there are steps we can 
take to protect our eyes and to safeguard 
the precious gift of sight. 

As a sight-saving precaution, everyone 
should have regular, professional eye exami- 
nations. Most people who have these check- 
ups will get the reassuring news that their 
eyes are healthy. But a few people will re- 
ceive an early warning of some serious eye 
disease requiring prompt treatment. An eye 
examination revealing the need for treat- 
ment of glaucoma or some other sight-de- 
stroying disease could spare thousands of 
Americans visual loss each year. 

People with diabetes should be particular- 
ly aware of the need to have their eyes 
examined regularly to prevent the blind- 
ness that sometimes stems from the disease. 
This is especially important because there 
now is a sight-saving treatment which is 
highly effective if applied early enough in 
the course of the disease. 

Regular eye checkups are also of special 
importance for older people because many 
serious eye diseases tend to strike in the 
later years. With early warning of a need 
for treatment, people can obtain the re- 
quired medical care and give themselves 
the best possible chance of retaining good 
vision throughout their lives. Children also 


need regular eye examinations in order that 
readily treatable problems which otherwise 
could needlessly affect them in school and 
at play may be detected. 

Protecting our eyes against injury is an- 
other way to preserve vision. In work with 
chemicals or machinery which might be 
dangerous to the eyes, safety glasses, gog- 
gles, or a face mask should be worn. Protec- 
tive eyewear is also important for people 
participating in sports. 

In looking to the needs of others, we can 
arrange to donate our eyes after death and, 
in this way, offer the gift of sight to a 
person who needs corneal transplant sur- 
gery. We also can support the many fine 
organizations which are devoted to re- 
search, sight conservation, and rehabilita- 
tion of the visually handicapped. 

To encourage the American people to 
cherish the gift of sight and take steps to 
protect it, the Congress, by joint resolution 
approved December 30, 1963 (77 Stat. 629, 
36 U.S.C. 169a), has requested the President 
to proclaim the first week in March as 
“Save Your Vision Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning March 
4, 1984, as Save Your Vision Week, 1984, I 
urge all Americans to participate in appro- 
priate observances and activities and to 
make eye care and eye safety an important 
part of their lives. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirteenth day of February, in 
the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and 
eighty-four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:53 a.m., February 14, 1984] 


Note: The text of the proclamation was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 14. 
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National Surveyors Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5151. February 13, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


In the development of our country, the 
role of the surveyor has been of vital impor- 
tance. In colonial days, surveyors were 
among the leaders in the community— 
statesmen, influential citizens, and shapers 
of cultural standards, including people such 
as George Washington and Thomas Jeffer- 
son. It was the surveyor’s work that deter- 
mined the boundaries of land, the greatest 
economic asset in the colonies. Thomas Jef- 
ferson chaired a committee in 1784 to 
devise a plan for disposing of lands west of 
the Thirteen Colonies. He argued that sur- 
veying before sale was necessary to prevent 
overlapping claims and to simplify deeds 
and registers. He reportedly wrote a plan 
which was debated in Congress, and in 
modified form was adopted as the Land Or- 
dinance of May 20, 1785. The ordinance 
established the Public Land Survey System 
(PLSS)—the rectangular system that contin- 
ues in effect today in 30 midwestern and 
western states. 

Since 1785, the nature of surveying has 
changed dramatically. No longer is survey- 
ing limited to the description and location 
of land boundaries. Today, hydrographic 
surveys are important to the use of all our 
bodies of water; engineering surveys are 
utilized in the study and selection of engi- 
neering construction; geodetic surveys de- 
termine precise global positioning for such 
activities as aircraft and missile navigation; 
and cartographic surveys are used for map- 
ping and charting, including the use of pho- 
togrammetry, the science of using aerial 
photographs for measurement and map pro- 
duction. Many services are provided 
through the use of sophisticated equipment 
and techniques, such as satellite-borne 
remote sensing devices and automated posi- 
tioning, measuring, recording, and plotting 
equipment. 

In recognition of the significant contribu- 
tion made by surveyors to the United 
States, the Congress, by Senate Joint Resolu- 
tion 44, has authorized and requested the 
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President to designate the week beginning 
on March 11, 1984, as “National Surveyors 
Week.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning March 
11, 1984, as National Surveyors Week. I 
urge the people of the United States to ob- 
serve this week with appropriate ceremo- 
nies and activities paying tribute to profes- 
sional surveyors and their contribution to 
society. I invite all Americans to look back 
at the historic contributions of surveying 
and look ahead to the new technologies 
which are constantly modernizing this hon- 
ored and learned profession. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 13th day of Feb., in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:54 a.m., February 14, 1984] 


Note: The text of proclamation was released 


by the Office of the Press Secretary on Feb- 
ruary 14. 


National Agriculture Day, 1984 





Proclamation 5152. February 13, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The United States produces nearly one- 
twelfth of the total output of the world’s 
major agricultural commodities. This abun- 
dant production enables us to feed not only 
our own population, but tens of millions of 
other people throughout the world. 

Our remarkable food and fiber produc- 
tion links together 23 million Americans 
who are involved in growing, processing, 
and marketing hundreds of United States 
agricultural commodities. Our farmers and 
ranchers produce a wide variety of meat, 
fruits, vegetables, food grains, flowers, dairy 
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products, fibers, fish, and livestock. Main- 
taining such production requires natural re- 
sources, fertilizers, chemicals, credit, spe- 
cialized equipment, processing, transport- 
ing, marketing, and State and national poli- 
cies that strengthen the system. This vast 
integration of production and labor—an 
outgrowth of our free enterprise system— 
has transformed agriculture into the Na- 
tion’s largest industry, with assets exceeding 
one trillion dollars. 

To honor the working men and women of 
agriculture in America and to achieve a 
greater understanding of the stake each 
American has in maintaining the strength 
of the Nation’s most basic industry, the 
Congress, by House Joint Resolution 311 
(Public Law 98-206), has authorized and re- 
quested the President to proclaim March 
20, 1984, as “National Agriculture Day.” 

Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim March 20, 1984, as Nation- 
al Agriculture Day, and I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate ceremonies and activi- 
ties. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 13th day of Feb., in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:55 a.m., February 14, 1984] 


Note: The text of the proclamation was re- 


leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 14. 


Municipal Clerk’s Week, 1984 





Proclamation 5153. February 13, 1984 





By the President of the United States 
of America 


A Proclamation 


The municipal clerk is the oldest of 
public servants and a critical part of effi- 


cient and responsive local government. The 
accurate recording, careful safeguarding, 
and prompt retrieval of public records are 
vital functions, without which effective local 
government could not exist. 


As local government has grown in respon- 
sibility and importance through the Nation’s 
history, so has the role of the municipal 
clerk. The clerk provides a direct link be- 
tween past, present, and future by preserv- 
ing records for posterity and implementing 
governmental decisions. Municipal clerks 
also seek better and more effective ways to 
perform these critical responsibilities in 
light of the rapid technological advances of 
today’s world. 


In recognition of the outstanding and 
vital services performed by municipal clerks 
and their dedication to public service, the 
Congress, by Senate Joint Resolution 92, has 
designated the week beginning May 13, 
1984, as “Municipal Clerk’s Week,” and has 
authorized and requested the President to 
issue a proclamation in observance of that 
week. 


Now, Therefore, I, Ronald Reagan, Presi- 
dent of the United States of America, do 
hereby proclaim the week beginning May 
13, 1984, as Municipal Clerk’s Week. I call 
upon the people of the United States to 
observe that week with appropriate cere- 
monies and activities. 


In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this 13th day of Feb., in the year 
of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty- 
four, and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the two hundred 
and eighth. 


Ronald Reagan 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 11:56 a.m., February 14, 1984] 


Note: The text of the proclamation was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 14. 
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Soybean Product Imports From Brazil 





Memorandum From the President. 
February 13, 1984 





Memorandum for the United States Trade 
Representative 


Subject: Memorandum of Determination 
Under Section 301 of the Trade Act of 1974 


Pursuant to Section 301(a\1) of the Trade 
Act of 1974, as amended (19 U.S.C. 
2411(aX1)), I have determined that the 
action described below is appropriate and 
feasible to enforce United States rights 
under the Agreement on the Interpretation 
and Application of Articles VI, XVI and 
XXIII of the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade (the Subsidies Code) with respect 
to the subsidy practices of the Government 
of Brazil concerning exports of soybean oil 
and meal. With a view toward eliminating 
or reducing the harmful effects of the Bra- 
zilian subsidies on soybean oil and meal ex- 
ports, I am directing the United States 
Trade Representative to pursue the dispute 
settlement procedures which have already 
been initiated under the Subsidies Code. 

This determination, together with the 
Statement of Reasons, shall be published in 
the Federal Register. 


Ronald Reagan 
Statement of Reasons 


The United States Trade Representative 
(USTIR) initiated an investigation under Sec- 
tion 301 on May 23, 1983 (48 FR 23947), on 
the basis of a petition filed by the National 
Soybean Processors Association. The peti- 
tioner alleged that Brazil has acted inconsis- 
tently with its obligations under the Subsi- 
dies Code by granting subsidies on the pro- 
duction and exportation of soybean oil and 
meal. These subsidies include: 1) the provi- 
sion of preferential loans to oil and meal 
exporters for operating funds and for the 
purchase of raw materials to be processed 
and exported; 2) the partial exemption from 
income tax of profits from oil exports; and 
3) the exemption from tax of gains from 
foreign hedging operations. The petitioner 
further alleged that as a result of the Brazil- 
ian subsidy programs, Brazilian exports of 
oil and meal have increased and have dis- 
placed United States exports in third coun- 
try markets. 
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In an effort to resolve this problem, the 
United States held consultations with Brazil 
on November 21, 1983. Those consultations 
focussed on the United States complaint 
and on a subsequent Brazilian complaint 
against United States programs as they 
relate to the production and export of soy- 
bean oil and meal. During the consultation 
process it was learned that Brazil had sus- 
pended the application of two of its subsidy 
programs to soybean products. Both parties 
agreed to a further exchange of information 
regarding their respective programs which 
is scheduled to occur within the next 
month. If a resolution to the problem is not 
reached through consultations, the United 
States will continue the dispute settlement 
process as set forth in the Subsidies Code. 

While it is disappointing that the dispute 
settlement process has not moved more ex- 
peditiously, I believe that the process is 
moving smoothly and that United States in- 
terests would be best served by following 
that process to its conclusion. I expect the 
USTR to pursue a resolution of this issue in 
a diligent and expeditious manner. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 2:06 p.m., February 14, 1984] 


Note: The text of the determination was te- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 14. 


Foreign and Domestic Issues 





Interview With the Knight-Ridder News 
Service. February 13, 1984 





Ms. Small.! Mr. President, the three gen- 
tlemen opposite you—Saul Friedman and 
Bob Boyd, the bureau chief, and also Owen 
Ullmann—were going to ask most of the 
questions. The others might have a few 
questions, and we thought, perhaps, Saul 
would like to ask the first one. 

The President. All right. 


U.S.-Soviet Relations 


Q. I'd like to ask the first question about - 
what’s happening in the Soviet Union. And 
since it’s fresh, and news, my colleagues 


\Deputy Assistant to the President and 
Director of Media Relations and Planning. 





Administration of Ronald Reagan, 1984 / Feb. 14 


would never forgive me if I didn’t ask the 
question. Is there something you can tell us 
about the new Soviet leader and how it 
might affect relations with the Soviet 
Union—his appointment might affect our 
relations with the Soviets? 

The President. Well, the only thing that I 
can say is that in this case you have to wait 
and see what the position’s going to be. I do 
think that when there is a change of leader- 
ship, the new individual hasn’t been on 
record with any positions that might cause 
him problems in shifting position or with 
regard to discussions and so forth. So, the 
message that I’ve sent with Vice President 
Bush is one in which we should begin to 
talk and negotiate on the problems that, at 
the moment, lie between us. 

Q. There was some speculation, some re- 
ports out at Santa Barbara, that you might 
be willing to meet with him in what was 
called a _ get-acquainted session that 
wouldn’t necessarily have all the trappings 
of a summit. Is that a possibility? 

The President. Well, I think just to get 
acquainted—obviously you’d get acquainted 
if you had a summit meeting, but, no, I 
think it still remains that you should have 
an agenda to have such a meeting that lays 
out the issues that we need to discuss. 

There has been one example in- our 
recent history about a kind of get-acquaint- 
ed meeting, and it was under President 
Johnson. And, if you'll recall, there was a 
kind of great letdown when that’s all they 
did was, really, get acquainted, and the 
world was waiting for maybe a solution to 
some of the problems. 

Q. I assume you're talking about Glass- 
boro? 

The President. 1 don’t recall exactly the 
details of where it was, but I do remember 
taat thing and the result of it. No, I think 
that—and we’re certainly ready—I think 
that to have an agenda of the things that 
right now concern us: the arms talks, a 
number of other issues of that kind. And it 
isn’t—some have suggested that we want to 
be able to claim that we can win something 
or other—no, that isn’t a guarantee that you 
want. You want to know that there’s some 
substantive issues that we can really get 
down to talking about. 

Q. Mr. President, in your radio talk Satur- 
day, you said you were willing to meet 


them halfway and to try to get a more 
stable and constructive relationship. What, 
more specifically, do you mean by meeting 
them halfway? Are there some adjustments 
we might make on our side in our posi- 
tions? 

The President. Well, that—you see, so far 
in the disarmament talks, for example, we 
have put the positions on the table. They 
have not come back, in reality, with any 
substantive positions of their own. And, in 
one set of negotiations where they did, we 
met them halfway. We proposed, then, a 
change in our original position. And this is 
what we mean: that to negotiate, one side 
just can’t sit silent and say, “We don’t like 
your first proposal, make another one.” 
Well then, they could sit there forever 
while we try to think up new proposals. No, 
they’ve got to come back with something 
that they think meets whatever objections 
they had to our proposal, and then we dis- 
cuss those points to see if there’s a common 
meeting ground. And we're willing to do 
that. 

But it’s not only just the disarmament 
thing where they’ve walked away from the 
table. I think all the things that have them 
feeling that it is necessary to keep the 
world in kind of armed camps—they would 
be far better off, the world would be far 
better off, if we would find those areas 
where we could be a family of nations and 
settle our disputes and get along. 

Q. Wouldn’t it be—I’m thinking about 
what Eisenhower said when he said he’d go 
anywhere, anytime, in search of peace. And 
wouldn’t it, at this point—could there be 
some gesture on the part of the United 
States towards this new Soviet leader, short 
of changing a position—a negotiating posi- 
tion, but some gesture, either an offer of 
you to get acquainted with the new Gener- 
al Secretary or something other—something 
symbolic, perhaps, that you might have in 
mindP 

The President. Well, I think that George 
is taking a message that makes that plain, 
that the time has come or has long since 
passed for talking about a number of the 
contentious issues between us. And, again, 
this comes down to where there’s a—the 
world kind of assumes that if there is a halt 
in our discussions or if there’s some strain, it 
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must be our fault. Well, we didn’t walk 
away from the table, they did. And we 
have, over and over again, said, “We'll be 
waiting. Come back to the table.” 

Q. Is there anything new, though, in what 
the Vice President is sending to them aside 
from the fact that you’d want a summit 
that’s carefully prepared, which is what 
you’ve been saying? 

The President. Well, communications can 
be opened at many levels, and we want to 
have communication with them. 

Q. Would you think the new leadership 
holds hopes for them meeting you halfway 
for any change in position or more respon- 
siveness at the negotiating table? 

The President. Well, let me—again, if I 
understand your question correctly, let’s 
take the INF talks. I proposed what I think 
is a very commonsense idea, that in the 
intermediate-range weapons—more than a 
thousand of which are poised on their side 
against the European allies, and we, at the 
request of the allies, a request that was 
made in 1979 and approved by the Govern- 
ment—then Government of the United 
States, and of which we are implement- 
ing—that a far more sensible proposal 
would be to agree on zero; no intermediate- 
range weapons in Europe on either side. 
They refused to even discuss such a thing. 
So, we came back and said, “All right then, 
let us meet and discuss whatever reduced 
number you are willing to settle for.” And 
the negotiations started, and those are the 
negotiations that have broken off. So, I 
think this demonstrated some flexibility on 
our part. 

In the START talks, we found that our 
proposal to start by discussing the land- 
based ballistic missiles and then discuss the 
submarine-launched, airborne, and so forth. 
But in our thinking, the land-based were 
the most destabilizing to the people—the 
thought that someone pushes a button, and 
then there’s no retrieval; it’s on its way, and 
20 minutes later, 30 minutes later, some- 
thing blows up. And they had objections to 
that because of their own standpoint. We 
immediately countered, because we saw 
some merit in their objection, and we said, 
“All right, we'll put them all in, and we'll 
talk about them all at once, not in stages.” 

So, I think that we have demonstrated a 
flexibility; but when they walked away, 
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they left nothing on the table. We had 
made a new proposal and left it on the 
table, and they walked away from it. 

Q. I wonder if you think the Soviets 
would be more flexible or change their po- 
sition in any way under a new regime. 

The President. At least come back and 
start telling us if they didn’t like it, what 
they didn’t like and what they would 
prefer. 

Q. How do you size up Chernenko? Do 
you think that he might be more flexible 
than they have been, Mr. President? 

The President. 1 don’t know. I’ve seen all 
the speculation on that that has appeared in 
the media as to quoting previous statements 
that he has made or not. I hope that we 
could have a change in approach. 


The Middle East 


@. Maybe we could switch the subject a 
bit to the Middle East and to your conversa- 
tions this morning with King Hussein. As a 
result of your conversations, do you see any 
more chance that he may be able or willing 
to help you revive your September lst 
peace plan? 

The President. King Hussein has been, I 
must say, most cooperative and has taken a 
great deal of courage to be that way in the 
situation as it is, with his border with Syria 
and all. And, yes, he is as determined as I 
am to find a way to pursue the problem of 
overall peace in the Middle East. 

And tomorrow I will be meeting with 
him and President Mubarak of Egypt. 

Q. Did he have to ask you to help him in 
some way—for example, by making some 
more moves on the Israeli settlements on 
the West Bank? 

The President. No, he knows that we 
have urged the Israelis to stop the settle- 
ments in the West Bank, because I think 
that whole West Bank—that is one of the 
principal areas for negotiation in an effort 
to bring about peace in the Middle East. 
I’ve described it as a willingness to ex- 
change territory for security. 

Q. On the issue of Lebanon, it seems to 
me that you said that if our policy—if our 
troops cannot sustain themselves in Leba- 
non and our policy in Lebanon fails, so the 
Middle East peace initiative fails. Could you 
give us a report on the Middle East peace 
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initiative that you made on September Ist, 
1982? Is it not affected by what has hap- 
pened lately in Lebanon? 

The President. Well, it has been delayed, 
because after proposing that, suddenly Leb- 
anon became the scene of open warfare. 
The PLO headquartered themselves and 
their military in the very heart of Beirut. 
The Israelis, who had—their border was 
being used—the terrorist PLO groups shell- 
ing across the border and so forth, they 
advanced, war being fought there, which 
prompted us to do what we’ve done with 
regard to the multinational force in order to 
get at the overall problem of peace in the 
Middle East. 

Basically, that peace as we, I think, can 
all recognize, depends on peace between 
the Arab world and Israel. And, as you 
know, the Arab position for a long time had 
been that Israel did not have a right to exist 
as a nation and this was why the successive 
wars that have been fought there. But you 
couldn’t get on with that while the strife 
was going on in Lebanon. It was literally 
war between Syria and Israel, to say noth- 
ing of the internecine war and the various 
factions within Lebanon itself. 

Now, the function of the multinational 
force was predicated on the other forces, 
foreign forces, leaving Lebanon and the 
multinational force providing something of 
a stability while a Government of Lebanon, 
which had not existed to any purposeful 
extent for a dozen years, then could reorga- 
nize their military—and we have helped in 
the training, incidentally, of their military— 
could then assume sovereignty over their 
own soil, at which point the multinational 
force could go home. But in the meantime, 
we could get on with the resumption of the 
peace talks. 

Now, one faction, the Syrians—we did get 
the PLO out. The Israelis withdrew from 
their positions—not all the way to their 
border, but certainly well back toward it. 
And I could understand their stopping 
short, because there still was no guarantee 
of safety of that border until everyone else 
left. The Syrians then reneged and refused 
to leave. 

But progress has been made. The talks in 
Geneva. We have trained and equipped the 
Lebanese forces to where it is really a capa- 
ble military force. They need more. They 


need to be bigger, have more men than 
they have. There have been some setbacks, 
as we know, all along the line, but I think 
that progress was made. And that was why 
last August, those who don’t want progress 
there began the terrorist acts against the 
multinational force and particularly our ma- 
rines there at the airport. I think that that 
was an indication that we were being suc- 
cessful in this trying to find—or secure a 
stable Lebanon in peace. 

We, from the time of the great tragedy 
over there—the explosion—we have been 
trying to find a more practical and a more 
viable deployment in which our presence 
still would be felt and we would not be 
bugging out or abandoning the original pur- 
pose. We haven’t abandoned it, although 
I’m afraid that some have treated this de- 
ployment, in spite of all we’ve tried to say, 
as a leaving, and it isn’t. We think that they 
will be—the fleet has been there for a long 
time; it will remain; they will remain on 
shipboard—they will remain able to go 
ashore if there is any reason to bring them 
ashore. And in the meantime we are send- 
ing in a force for additional training in cer- 
tain specialties, training of the Lebanese 
Armed Forces. So, there is no leaving at all. 

Some of the confusion about the an- 
nouncements and all that were because the 
usual thing that happens here in Washing- 
ton of leaks coming out, which were only 
part of the information. Everything that we 
had planned we had to check in with our 
multinational force allies, with the Govern- 
ment of Lebanon, and while all that was 
going on, the leaks began. So, some people 
thought that they were being betrayed, that 
we had an announcement to make and 
hadn’t consulted with them. 

Q. Is the timetable still as it was outlined 
by a senior administration official the other 
day to a group of reporters; that is to say, 
the troops out, redeployed within a month, 
save 200 left behind? Is that still—— 

The President. Well, I understand that 
Secretary Weinberger said that that was 
something they were looking at. We had 
not set any time for this. It was to be a 
phased withdrawal. The marines that would 
be left in there are the marines that nor- 
mally protect the Embassy, which has come 
under attack recently and has necessitated 
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our responding. And then there will be, as I 
say, these additional forces that will be 
going in for this specialized training. 

Q. But will it be a month before most of 
them are out? 

The President. 1 honestly can’t tell you. 

Q. We don’t—— 

The President. It’s feasible that it could 
be done within 30 days. 

Q. Wasn’t it a little bit unfair, Mr. Presi- 
dent, to say that the Democrats’ call for an 
orderly and prompt withdrawal was ill- 
founded when you yourself were planning 
to do something very much like that at the 
same time? 

The President. Well, no, the question that 
was asked of me was with regard to a state- 
ment of the Speaker—and maybe I 
shouldn’t have given a throwaway answer, 
as I did—— 

Q. Couple of Irishmen. 

The President.——but it sounded as if 
what, no, he was advocating was bugging 
out, out and go home. And as long as there 
is a chance for peace, we’re going to contin- 
ue striving for what we originally set out to 
achieve. 

Q. Mr. President, you mentioned some 
forces would be going in for training pur- 
poses in Lebanon. Could you give us an 
idea of the size of those forces and the role 
they'll perform on the ground? 

The President. They will be there train- 
ing the Lebanese Armed Forces. They will 
be Army personnel, not Marine, and they 
will be specialists in certain areas having to 
do with terrorism and that sort of thing. 

Q. Will they participate in the field with 
Lebanese Army forces? 

The President. No, they'll be trainers. 

Q. And you said that the marines will be 
offshore to be called in if they’re needed. 
There was some ambiguity about that, and 
so I'd like to ask you, will they be there to 
go back in if, say, the Syrians make a move 
or if—— 

The President. No, it isn’t that. It’s as if— 
well, just the same as if they were at the— 
when they were at the airports. If they 
could contribute to their mission by moving 
from there or deploying into additional ter- 
ritory, they would have moved. The same 
thing is true with them on the vessels. 

Remember that the multinational force 
was not there in a combat role or to be 
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allied with any of the factions engaged in 
this internecine warfare. As I say, they were 
there to permit the limited Lebanese 
forces, once they were ready, to move out 
into the areas that had once been occupied 
by Syria and Israel. And I think this mission 
still prevails. And if that mission can be 
better served, if there is a development in 
what is going on that it can be better 
served by them coming back and taking 
over some area, they would do that. Or if 
it’s necessary for our own security, they 
would. 

Q. So, they could get back on land. Do 
you foresee that? 

The President. | can’t—it would be hypo- 
thetical to try and imagine what situation 
would, but, yes. They are there—if they 
weren’t there and available for any such 
action, we’d bring them home. 

Q. How many army trainers might there 
be, sir? 

The President. You asked that question, 
and I didn’t answer it. I can’t speculate on 
that. I don’t really have that much informa- 
tion about the size of the detachment. It 
would not be as extensive as the marine 
presence that has been there. 

Q. When will we make the decision on 
whether the feasibility of bringing them all 
out in a month turns into the reality? I 
know that Secretary Weinberger is sup- 
posed to report to you on a plan. I just 
wonder when you will know when they’re 
going to be able to come out and on what 
this will depend? 

The President. Well, all I can do is repeat 
what he said before the Congress the other 
day when he made a statement—I think 
he’s already made one today—that it is fea- 
sible that we could have them on board a 
ship within 30 days. But he wasn’t making 
any guarantees, so I’m not going to. 


1985 Federal Budget 


Q. Okay. 

Q. Should we move to domestic 

Q. Yes. 

Q. Well, I'd like to ask about the recent 
drop in the stock market. A lot of people 
read that as a vote of no confidence on your 
budget and the lack of any action on reduc- 
ing deficits either by your administration or 
Congress. And there is this increasing worry 
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around the country that perhaps there will 
be no action on reducing the deficit for at 
least a year until after the election and that 
it’s a very large risk and gamble with the 
economy. I’m wondering if you think 
there’s anything to this risk and if you think 
perhaps the economy could falter before 
any major reduction of the deficit is accom- 
plished. 

The President. Well, since I was given an 
estimate sometime ago that the stock 
market could fall as much as from a hun- 
dred to two hundred points and the reason 
for it had nothing to do with forebodings of 
evil up ahead, but had to do simply with 
the fact that the continuing interest rates 
were making bonds much more attractive 
from a revenue standpoint than equities— 
that this was what we were going to see, 
was a shift of money into bonds because of 
the return. And the interest rates didn’t fall; 
the interest rates have stayed where they 
are. And we're seeing exactly what I was 
told we could look forward to. So, I don’t 
think that this is any pushing a panic button 
at all. I think this is just plain earning capa- 
bility. 

Q. I should ask who your broker is, but 
V'il—{ laughter] 

The President. What? 

Q. I should ask who your broker is. 

The President. [Laughing] No, I wouldn’t 
be able to tell you, because anything I own 
is in a blind trust. 

Q. How goes the downpayment negotia- 
tions? 

The President. Well, the negotiators have 
gone home on a 10-day recess. That’s why I 
hastened to come back. I didn’t want to be 
out of Washington with them gone. It’s too 
pleasant here. [Laughter] 

Q. No, really, do you think that the 
Democrats are negotiating seriously? 

The President. They haven’t appeared to 
be. They were the ones who first conceived 
of this idea. And we bought the idea, and 
we proposed this and proposed immediate 
negotiations, even before we had submitted 
a budget and all. And they kept stalling. 
And finally they came up with a date—and 
a date in which they knew, I’m sure, that I 
was due to be in Dixon, Illinois, and Eureka 
and Las Vegas, the 6th of February. We 
offered them the dates of February 2, 3, 
and 4 or 8, and we finally had one meeting. 


And now they have gone home, as I say, 
on recess. And they’re talking about maybe 
something more than a month away—or at 
least a month away from when we had sug- 
gested the first meeting—to get together 
again. I’m disappointed in that, because we 
took them at face value on their proposal. 

And the budget that we submitted was a 
budget based on the cuts that we’d tried to 
get a year ago and which they refused to 
consider. But at the same time, we were 
aware that if we’re really going to be seri- 
ous about the deficits, we need more cuts. 
And so we made the proposal. All right, 
here is this budget, and if they still feel the 
way that they felt a year ago, we'll have to 
battle over that one. But we do have a plan 
for additional savings that could amount to 
about a hundred billion dollars over 3 years, 
and they’re the less contentious issues—and 
to see if we couldn’t get together on those. 
And so far, they haven’t made anything 
that’s a realistic—— 

Q. Well, are the negotiations now at a 
standstill? Are they done for? Are they—— 

The President. Until they come back. Jim, 
I don’t know of any proposal for setting a 
date. 

Mr. Baker.? They’ve suggested, Saul, that 
we wait until after the 22d of February to 
get together again. They suggested that in a 
letter they sent down here to us. 

Q. Well, one issue, Mr. President, has 
been your defense budget. And I’m not 
sure it would be defined as among the less 
contentious issues, but the Democrats have 
been saying repeatedly that it should be on 
the table. And I’m wondering, are you pre- 
pared to agree to some reductions in your 
defense budget to achieve a compromise on 
this downpayment? 

The President. When you invite negotia- 
tions, everything went on the table. We put 
all three things there: the cuts in domestic 
spending, we put defense on the table, and 
we put the matter of revenues on the table. 
All three are in the present budget proposal 
we made. 

Now, I think that budget proposals are 
based on what is a function of government 
and what is essential to—well, in a matter 
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of security. You don’t go at the defense 
budget on the matter of dollars and cents; 
you go at the defense budget on what do 
we believe is essential to our national secu- 
rity. And before the figure that is in the 
present budget, before we arrived at that, 
here within our own ranks, $16 billion was 
knocked out of that. I remember one point 
joking with Cap, and I said, “You ought to 
leave it in there so that they could take it 
out.” But we didn’t. We got down to what 
we thought was a realistic defense budget. 

They have claimed and made some wild 
proposal with regard to defense spending as 
being the source of reducing the deficit, but 
again, as I say, you don’t start with money; 
you start with what is necessary. Now, what 
we mean by putting that on the table is if 
they have a figure and they believe that 
they have a defense program that would 
meet the necessities and for their figure, 
bring it out on the table and let us discuss 
it, and let us negotiate on that. And this 
they’ve refused to do. 

Now, they were a little like what I said 
about the Russians a little bit earlier in 
disarmament. They sit there and say, you 
know, “We don’t like that figure. Give us 
another one.” Well, that’s not negotiating. 

Q. So, you’re inviting them to come back 
with a specific proposal? 

The President. That's right. Yes. 

Q. Well, they came back with this hun- 
dred billion dollars in defense. 

The President. Yes, and without one thing 
as to how you could achieve that and still 
have a defense package or program that 
would meet our needs. That’s what I say: 
They were just talking numbers of dollars; 
they weren’t talking about national defense 
and what you could or could not do with- 
out. 

Q. Well, how do you assess the chances of 
reaching an agreement on this downpay- 
ment plan this year—or this spring? 

The President. Well, I'll tell you. We take 
very seriously the deficits. As a matter of 
fact, we’ve taken them seriously for the last 
half-century. It has been their plan and 
their proposal, and we believe that we have 
got to deal with the problem of deficits. 
And the principal way is to reduce govern- 
ment spending. That’s why I asked for the 
Grace commission—that task force of hun- 
dreds and hundreds of business leaders in 
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this country and experts in every field to 
come in. And they’ve come in with more 
than 2,500 recommendations for making 
government more economic and more effi- 
cient, and we now are just starting in on 
those. 

But I would think if they’re going to insist 
on talking about the deficits now as if it’s 
something that they had never heard of 
before, when they had much to do with 
building the government structure that has 
made those deficits a way of life, I would 
think that they would want to meet us in an 
attempt, in a bipartisan way, without get- 
ting politics into it, to find out how we can 
achieve the goal of a balanced budget. 

Q. Do you think that’s possible this year— 
in an election year? 

The President. A balanced budget? No, I 
think a balanced budget—I think what is 
possible in what we're trying to get at is a 
declining level that will point down here to 
a point down the road in which we can 
have, achieve a balanced budget. 

Q. Can other people ask a couple of ques- 
tions here toward the end now? 


Grenada 


Q. Mr. President, let me ask a question 
on another subject. If you had to do Grena- 
da over again, or you have a situation like 
that in the future, do you see there is a way 
that you would trust the press to come in 
on the first wave? 

The President. Well now, with all the at- 
tacks that have been leveled against us, we 
didn’t have anything against the press at all 
in the Grenada invasion. It wasn’t an inva- 
sion, actually, it was a rescue mission. And it 
was more of a commando operation. And 
we felt so seriously—it was such a short 
time when the request came to us from 
those other six island nations to head off 
what was happening—and our own concern 
about a possible hostage situation with those 
several hundred young people that were 
down there, those students of ours. 

In fact, before that request came in, we 
had our replacement force on its way to 
Beirut. And I called Secretary Weinberger 
and asked him if, with the turmoil down 
there, with the murder of Bishop and all, 
where was the location of that flotilla, and 
could it possibly change its course a little 
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and be—while it was still traveling toward 
Beirut—be closer to Grenada if there 
should come a threat to those young people 
and, as I say, a hostage situation. Then 
when we received in that one eventful 
weekend the request—and I okay’d it—we 
recognized that we only had a very short 
time. And knowing, again, the danger of 
leaks, we didn’t even take our own press 
department into our confidence. Only the 
few of us that were involved turned over to 
the Joint Chiefs, and the first mission, of 
course, was the rescue of our young people, 
their security. The second essential was to 
minimize the casualties. 

Now, what we knew about the Cuban 
presence there, we knew that there was 
some ability to fight back. We also knew 
that Cuba was a lot closer than we were, 
and we knew—we did not even confirm to 
those other nations that had asked for our 
help the absolute decision because of this 
concern. And we didn’t see—they only had 
48 hours to plan that operation—we didn’t 
see how we could run the risk of having to 
notify people that something was going to 
take place. And for once we did have some- 
thing that was absolutely secure, and no 
word was out until we ourselves called the 
Cubans and the Russians and told them— 
guaranteed the safety of their people. They 
didn’t resist. 

Q. Do you think in the next such situa- 
tion, should it happen, that there is a way 
to work out so that representatives of the 
press are there? 

The President. Right now the Defense 
Department has invited press representa- 
tives in and to conceive of a plan on how 
that we can do this. But in that particular 
decision—that was not made here in the 
White House or anything else—I said that 
because of the short planning, the necessity 
for secrecy, the press was never mentioned; 
I said this time we won't look over the 
shoulders of the commanders in the field. 
They’re going to be in full charge. They’re 
on the ground; they’re going to be the ones 
that know what is needed. And there won’t 
be any political opinions given to them of 
any kind. And so, the decision, I guess, was 
made by them that they saw no way that 
they could do this, but by the second day 
after the landing, as you know, a pool went 


in, and then, the third day, a larger pool, 
and then finally it was wide open. 

But, no, we don’t want that to happen 
again. And that’s why they’re meeting, to 
see if we cannot draw up plans in which we 
wouldn’t be faced with the same problem. 

Q. Thank you, sir. 


Cuba 


Q. Mr. President, on the issue of Cuba, 
from time to time they make sounds that 
they would like to enter into discussions 
about various issues between the two na- 
tions. What set of signals would you require 
in order to enter into those kinds of discus- 
sions with Cuba? 

The President. Well, we tried early on. 
There were some noises of that kind made 
early in my administration, and we immedi- 
ately picked up on them and then found 
that they evidently didn’t mean it; we got 
no place. And they’re making something of 
the same kind of noises now. We don’t 
think that they’re really serious. 

Q. What would convince you that they 
were serious? 

The President. Well, perhaps a change of 
tone and maybe if they were willing to get 
out of Nicaragua and stop interfering in 
other people’s lives and other countries, we 
might think that they really meant it. And, 
believe me, I would like it. I think that 
Cuba and the Cuban people would be so 
much better off if Cuba would remember 
that it’s a member of the Western Hemi- 
sphere and rejoin the family of nations over 
here instead of tying themselves so closely 
to the Soviet Union. 


Farm Policy 


Q. Mr. President, on farm policy. You’ve 
stood, obviously, for free market and little 
government interference. And on farm 
policy, you’ve had to go 180 degrees the 
other direction and, in fact, have done 
more than any other administration in farm 
support. If you were reelected, which direc- 
tion do you think you’d be going on farm 
policy? 

The President. Well, I have always be- 
lieved in the free market, but it’s got to be 
a fair market. The only problems we have 
had is where competitors have been subsi- 
dizing and permitting selling in our market 
or the international market at below pro- 
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duction costs. And this was one of the main 
issues we dealt with at the summit confer- 
ence in Williamsburg, where we set up the 
GATT Organization and COCOM and got a 
great deal of agreement—more than we’ve 
had previously—with our allies about fair 
trade. 

There still is a problem with regard to 
agricultural products and some subsidy and 
subsidizing of sales in those. But I’m opti- 
mistic about all of our problems. We've 
been making great progress on that. 


Lebanon 


Q. Mr. President, I’d like to return to 
what you said about Lebanon a moment, 
and the army trainers that you said—of 
whom you said would be sent in there. Do 
you have a timetable for that? Do you know 
when that will begin to happen? 

The President. 1 think that’s going to 
happen very quickly. I can’t give you the 
exact time, but they will be going in simul- 
taneous with the withdrawal. 

Religion 

Q. Mr. President, I'd like to ask you—turn 
a little bit to politics, if I may, and ask you a 
question about something that may be a 
little delicate, but it’s nevertheless been on 
my mind and on the minds of several 
people. 

I was at your speech to the National Asso- 
ciation of Broadcasters, and as others have 
commented, you’ve never been much to 
wear religion on your sleeve one way or the 
other. But I wonder if the comments to the 
National Association of Religious Broadcast- 
ers and other such speeches in which what 
seemed to me what you were doing was 
preaching the Gospel of Christ, as it were, 
isn’t a little bit divisive and whether it 
might not be wise, especially since there 
are a heck of a lot of people in this country 
who are not of the same persuasion. It just 
doesn’t seem like you in the past, and that’s 
why I’m asking. 

The President. Maybe others haven't lis- 
tened to me in the past. I remember once, 
long before I was even the Governor of 
California, when I was just out of the 
mashed-potato circuit, I was invited to 
speak to a national meeting of military 
chaplains. They'd been having a 3-day 
meeting in California. And afterward, one 


212 


1984 


of them came up to me and told me that— 
he shook my hand and said that I was the 
first person in their 3-day meetings of chap- 
lains who had mentioned the name of 
Christ. 

No, it isn’t easy for me to talk about this, 
or to talk about it here, but I do believe 
that there is, and has been—and I’ve talked 
about it many times in speeches over the 
years—that there is a great hunger for a 
kind of a spiritual revival in this country, 
for people to believe again in things that 
they once believed in—basic truths and all. 
And, obviously, if I was speaking to those 
religious broadcasters, I was going to speak 
more on that subject than I would, say, to 
the Chamber of Commerce. 

But I do believe and have grown up be- 
lieving that these two great continents were 
placed here—you can call it mystical if you 
want—but were placed here between the 
oceans to be found by people who had a 
love for freedom, a courage, and that there 
was a divine purpose in that. And today, 
there’s no place in the world like it. We’ve 
come from—even around this table, if we 
started tracing our heritage, we would find 
we—not perhaps from every corner in the 
world around this table, but Americans are 
from every corner of the world. We have 
respected every other religion. They’re free 
to practice in our country, I guess, unless 
they go for human sacrifice. We wouldn’t 
allow it. [Laughter] 

But I just—I feel—and I’ve also felt—I’ve 
been a history buff for a number of years— 
that if you look back at the fall of any 
empire, any great civilization, it has been 
preceded by their forsaking their gods. And 
for a country that started as ours has and 
with a belief that we are a nation under 
God, I have sensed that maybe this hunger 
I mentioned is because we have under the 
guise of the first amendment, things of that 
kind, we have strayed from that. And I 
don’t want us to be another great civiliza- 
tion that began its decline by forsaking its 
God 


And I also feel that there is a responsibili- 
ty in this position also—as Teddy Roosevelt 
called it, “a bully pulpit’—to do those 
things. I was criticized for speaking about 
school prayer in the House Chamber at the 
State of the Union address, but am I not 
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correct that above my head, engraved in 
the wall above my head was “one nation 
under God”? 

Q. I’m speaking of a specific kind of reli- 
gion. The allusions to the Christian Gospel 
and to Christ as coming from a President 
who is a man in a nonsectarian office. 

The President. Yes. But may I recall that 
at the lighting of the Christmas tree that I 
said that on that birthday the man from 
Galilee—that there are those in our land 
who recognized him as a prophet or a great 
teacher—but a man, and just a teacher. And 
there are others of us who believe that he 
was of divine origin and the Son of God. 
And whichever, we celebrated his birthday 
with respect for the man. 

Q. Thank you for the answer, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 

Q. We'd better end on that note, Mr. 
President. You can’t get much higher than 
that. [Laughter] 

Mr. Speakes.* That’s right. We’ve got a 
few minutes before you go to the Soviet 
Embassy. 

Q. Are you signing the book today? 

The President. Yes 

Q. Sounds like a full day. 

The President. What? 

Q. Sounds like a full day. 

The President. Yeah, a little bit. 


Note: The interview began at 3:40 p.m. in 
the Cabinet Room at the White House. 

The transcript of the interview was re- 
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on February 14. 


International Private Enterprise Task 
Force 





Appointment of Two Members. 
February 14, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 
be members of the International Private 
Enterprise Task Force: 


3 Principal Deputy Press Secretary to the 
President. 


Milton Fredman will succeed Nicolas M. Salgo. 
Mr. Fredman is president of Fredman, Silver- 
berg & Lewis, Inc., in San Diego, Calif. He also 
serves as president of San Pasqual Vineyards in 
San Diego County. He was Deputy Commis- 
sioner General of the United States at the 
World’s Fair in Montreal, Canada, in 1966- 
1967. He graduated from the University of 
Wisconsin (A.B.). He is married, has two chil- 
dren, and resides in Del Mar, Calif. He was 
born July 20, 1920, in Minneapolis, Minn. 

Myer Rashish will succeed Henry T. Wilfong, Jr. 
Mr. Rashish is consulting economist and presi- 
dent of Rashish Associates, Inc., in Washington, 
D.C. He served at the White House as assistant 
for international trade policy in 1961-1963; as 
Special Assistant to the Under Secretary of 
State for Economic Affairs in 1961; and as chief 
economist and staff director, Subcommittee on 
Foreign Trade Policy, Committee on Ways and 
Means, U.S. House of Representatives, in 1956- 
1960. He graduated from Harvard University 
(A.B., 1944; A.M., 1947). He is married, has 
three children, and resides in Washington, D.C. 
He was born November 10, 1924, in Cam- 
bridge, Mass. 


Meeting With President Mohammed 
Hosni Mubarak of Egypt and King 
Hussein I of Jordan 





Remarks Following the Meeting. 
February 14, 1984 





President Reagan. | have been honored 
today to welcome and confer with King 
Hussein and President Mubarak. Their visit 
highlights the friendship between the 
United States and the two important coun- 
tries they lead. Our countries share 
common interests in developing practical 
solutions to the problems of the Middle 
East. The good will and trust between us 
promise a solid foundation for overcoming 
the formidable obstacles to peace and prog- 
ress in the region. 

Our discussions today have reaffirmed 
that Egypt and Jordan will remain leaders 
in efforts to bring peace and security to the 
Middle East. King Hussein and President 
Mubarak have demonstrated foresight, real- 
ism, and resolve, which are essential if the 
peace process is to succeed. 
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We discussed in detail the opportunities 
for progress in the Middle East. Recent 
events in the area make it even more 
urgent to keep the broader peace process 
moving. The tragic events in Lebanon show 
that the occupation of territory by outside 
forces does not lead to peace, but rather to 
continued conflict and turmoil. I wish 
today, therefore, to reaffirm my commit- 
ment and that of our government to the 
principles I set forth in September of 1982, 
and in particular to the principle that the 
Arab-Israeli conflict must be _ resolved 
through negotiations involving an exchange 
of territory for peace. 

The Egyptian-Israeli treaty proves what 
can be accomplished when states have the 
will to take risks for peace. And I’m confi- 
dent that further steps toward peace in the 
Middle East are possible. For our part, the 
United States is ready to do all it can to 
keep the process moving forward. 

King Hussein, President Mubarak are 
men I greatly admire, and I’m grateful to 
them for having come here to speak as 
friends and to reconfirm our common pur- 
poses in the enduring struggle for peace. 

King Hussein. Mr. President, my good 
brother and oldtime friend, President Mu- 
barak, I'd like to thank you, sir, for your 
great kindness in enabling me and my 
brother, President Mubarak, to meet with 
you today and to discuss all aspects of the 
problems which we face in our area of the 
world; and our common goals and objec- 
tives for a better future for all in that 
area—of establishment of a just and com- 
prehensive peace for greater stability and 
for a better life for generations to come. 

I’m very grateful for the opportunity to 
have had this chance to hear your views, 
sir, and the views of President Mubarak on 
all matters and to contribute what I could 
for the purpose of achieving better under- 
standing of our respective positions as we 
move ahead with hope and determination 
and with a commitment to do our utmost 
for a better future in the area from which 
we come and for a just and comprehensive 
peace. I will carry back with me, the im- 
pressions I gained of your determination 
and that of the United States to contribute 


its full share to help all concerned achieve 
their objectives. 
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We are proud of our friendship. It is of 
long standing. We are hopeful that this 
friendship will develop and evolve and that, 
based on trust and confidence and with de- 
termination, we shall overcome what 
appear and have appeared to be for a long 
period of time insurmountable obstacles. 
After all, the cause we are striving to serve 
is the cause of people, their future, their 
rights, human dignity, and, at the same 
time, their freedom and a better life, which 
is their right. 

I thank you once again, sir, for many 
kindnesses, and I thank you, my brother, 
President Mubarak, and wish you every 
continued success. And I would like to say 
that this has been a visit I shall always re- 
member. I'll treasure the memories of this 
visit and the wonderful opportunity it has 
given me to meet with you both. Thank you 
very, very much indeed for your many 
courtesies and kindnesses and the warmth 
of your welcome. 

Thank you. 

President Mubarak. | was very pleased to 
meet once again with our good friend, 
President Reagan, and discuss with him 
issues of great concern to our nations. We 
did so in the spirit of friendship and cooper- 
ation that dominates the relationship be- 
tween Egypt and the United States. 

I find it most rewarding to consult regu- 
larly with President Reagan and exchange 
views with him on matters of mutual inter- 
est. He is a statesman of great courage and 
wisdom. He has a profound sense of mission 
and responsibility. Our bilateral relations 
constitute a shining model for understand- 
ing and the cooperation among nations. We 
are determined to strengthen the bonds of 
friendship that link our peoples. The talks 
we held today will certainly add to this 
evergrowing friendship and mutual under- 
standing. 

I would like to seize this opportunity to 
thank the American people for cooperating 
with us in the vigorous efforts we are exert- 
ing to improve the quality of life for our 
masses. We are striving to reform our eco- 
nomic system and increase production and 
productivity. We are struggling to restore 
security and stability to the Middle East and 
Africa. Egypt has a pivotal role to play and 
a mission to fulfill. It is determined to do so 
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with vigor and dedication. We are devoted 
to strengthening the structure of peace in 
our region and throughout the world. 

The situation in Lebanon today is intoler- 
able. The escalation of violence and the 
bloodshed is a threat to us all. Every nation 
is called upon to help. The peacekeeping 
role of the U.N. must be expanded and re- 
inforced. The partition of this war-torn 
country should be prevented at any cost. 
The Lebanese people have a right to live 
and prosper like all other nations. 

The key to a viable solution is the prompt 
and unconditional withdrawal of Israeli 
forces. The Israeli invasion is the root and 
the cause of the present sad situation in the 
area. No problem can be solved through 
foreign intervention and the use of force. 

The Lebanese crisis is a stark reminder of 
the centrality of the Palestinian problem. 
That question must be addressed frontally 
and without delay. Our purpose is to create 
the necessary conditions for coexistence and 
the mutual recognition between the Pales- 
tinians and the Israelis. This coexistence 


must be based on justice and the recogni- 


tion of rights. First and foremost, the right 
of the Palestinian people’s self-determina- 
tion should be honored and exercised. This 
is the clue to peace and security for all 
nations, including Israel. 

The Palestinian people are entitled to 
your support and understanding. There is 
no substitute for a direct dialog with them 
through their chosen representative, the 
PLO. Such dialog will immensely serve the 
cause of peace to which we are both com- 
mitted. Mr. Arafat is a responsible leader 
who has demonstrated tremendous courage 
under the most difficult circumstances. A 
dialog with him would reassure the Pales- 
tinian people and rekindle their hope for a 
better future. 

No other nation can speak for the Pales- 
tinians. No other entity has a mandate to 
lay out their requirements for peace, and 
no other nation is more qualified than the 
American people, lending their support and 
backing. 

The war between Iran and Iraq is an- 
other sad chapter in the history of the 
Middle East. We should spare no effort to 
bring it to an end immediately. No one can 
possibly benefit from the continuation of 
bloodshed between peoples who are linked 


together through the strongest cultural and 
spiritual bonds. To restore peace between 
these neighbors, certain concrete steps 
should be taken by those who are genuinely 
concerned. The mere expression of good 
will is no help in the face of continued 
fighting and escalated tension. 

I came here also to plead the case for 
Africa. The African people need your atten- 
tion and understanding. They are struggling 
against formidable odds. Economic crises 
and natural disasters are strangling their ef- 
forts for development and social transfor- 
mation. Helping them is not only a moral 
obligation; it is a practical necessity for 
building a better world in which all nations 
live in peace and cooperate for their 
common good. 

We are seeking your help in order to 
secure the unconditional independence of 
Namibia. The continuation of the present 
situation is unacceptable to all African na- 
tions. The minority regime of South Africa 
must know that the United States cannot 
support its policy of aggression and viola- 
tion of human rights. 

It was a happy coincidence that I met 
here with His Majesty King Hussein and 
pursued with him our ongoing consultation. 
We believe that Jordan has an important 
role to play in solidifying the structure of 
peace. It is an element of stability and secu- 
rity in the Middle East. Therefore, we sup- 
port the dialog between Jordan and the 
PLO. This is a positive step towards peace. 
In the months ahead, we will be intensify- 
ing our contents with our partners in the 
peace process with a view of accelerating 
progress. 

I have extended an invitation to Presi- 
dent Reagan to visit Egypt at the earliest 
possible date. This will give our people an 
opportunity to demonstrate the depth of 
their sentiments towards the President and 
every American. 

Thank you. 


Note: President Reagan spoke at 1:51 p.m. 
to reporters assembled in the East Room at 
the White House. 

Earlier, President Reagan and President 
Mubarak met, together with U.S. and Egyp- 
tian officials, in the Oval Office. They then 
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held an expanded meeting in the Cabinet 
Room. 

Again in the Oval Office, King Hussein 
joined the two Presidents. They all, with 
their advisers, then held a working lunch- 
eon in the State Dining Room. 


United States Forces in Lebanon 





Letter to the Speaker of the House and the 
President Pro Tempore of the Senate. 
February 14, 1984 





Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 

I am providing herewith a further report 
with respect to the situation in Lebanon 
and the participation of the United States 
Armed Forces in the Multinational Force. 
This report, prepared by the Secretaries of 
State and Defense and covering the period 
from December 12, 1983 to February 13, 
1984, is consistent with Section 4 of the 
Multinational Force in Lebanon Resolution. 
This report also includes the information 
called for by the House version of the Reso- 
lution and is submitted consistent with its 
more restrictive time limits. 

Congressional support for our continued 
participation in the Multinational Force re- 
mains critical to peace, national reconcili- 
ation, and the withdrawal of all foreign 
forces from Lebanon. We will continue to 
keep you informed as to further develop- 
ments with respect to this situation. 

Sincerely, 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: This is the text of identical letters 
addressed to Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr., Speaker 
of the House of Representatives, and Strom 
Thurmond, President pro tempore of the 
Senate. 


National Crime Prevention Week 





Remarks at a White House Ceremony. 
February 15, 1984 





The President. Well, thank you very 
much, and welcome to the White House. 


, 1984 


We want you to enjoy yourselves, so I hope 
that all the police chiefs here can sit back 
and relax and stop worrying about what 
your deputies are doing back at headquar- 
ters. [Laughter] 

I’m delighted to have the opportunity to 
help recognize National Crime Prevention 
Week and to tell you that crime prevention 
is a top priority on the national agenda. 
Americans should have the right and the 
opportunity to walk our streets without 
being afraid, to feel safe in our own homes, 
and to be confident that when our children 
leave the house they'll return safely. 

For too many years, crime and the fear of 
crime robbed the—or eroded the strength 
and vitality of our neighborhoods. We’re fi- 
nally making some headway. In 1982—or 
maybe you’ve already been told and know 
that the crime rate dropped by 4.3 percent, 
and that’s the biggest drop since 1972. 

And just last week the Senate under the 
able leadership of our Judiciary Committee 
chairman, Strom Thurmond, overwhelming- 
ly passed our comprehensive crime control 
initiatives. Now, if the House would act— 
and for the life of me I don’t know what 
they’re waiting for—we could finally put a 
comprehensive and long-overdue anticrime 
package on the books. Clay,’ we’ll be work- 
ing with you to try to get them moving on 
this. 

We know that formidable challenges 
remain, and meeting them is what Crime 
Prevention Week is all about. This year the 
spotlight is on the Neighborhood Watch. 
But crime prevention is much more than 
that, and it’s a nationwide movement. All 
across the country people are working to- 
gether with law enforcement agencies to 
protect themselves, their loved ones, and 
their neighborhoods. 

The National Exchange Club started the 
movement 37 years ago. And today its 
nearly 1,300 service clubs nationwide are 
working hard to promote crime preventive 
activities. The American Association of Re- 
tired Persons is helping the elderly. The 
National Crime Prevention Council and its 
spokesdog, McGruff, are leading a nation- 


1 Representative Clay Shaw. 
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wide anticrime education program. The Na- 
tional Sheriffs Association has a key role in 
the Neighborhood Watch program. 

Even sports teams are getting into the 
act. The Kansas City Chiefs, supported by 
local business, distribute football cards to 
local police departments, which in turn give 
them away to neighborhood children. The 
cards have a color-action picture of a player 
on one side and a crime-prevention tip on 
the other. The only way to get a card is to 
ask a policeman, which reinforces positive 
communications between the cop on the 
beat and the neighborhood children. 

In the past 3 years, 16 million cards have 
been given away. And now several other 
teams, including the Washington Redskins, 
are following suit. 

And, of course, our nation’s law enforce- 
ment officers are on the frontlines perform- 
ing a tough job under enormous pressure. 
They’re expected to be administrators, 
social workers, public relations experts, at 
times, philosophers and politicians, and still 
somehow always be an officer of the law. 
And I thought my job was tough. [Laugh- 
ter] Well, let me assure police officers ev- 
erywhere of our firm support and unfailing 
gratitude. If we can get our comprehensive 
crime control act through the House, I 
think your job will become a little bit 
easier. 

And now, let me commend the Neighbor- 
hood Watch program. It’s a program that I 
really like. In preparing for this ceremony, 
we did a little research and discovered that, 
using conservative estimates, of course—no 
other kind—{/aughter|—that one in six live 
in a community with a citizen anticrime 
program. Watch programs in nearly 30,000 
communities involve about 10 million vol- 
unteers. The best news is that they’re doing 
a great job. Fairfax County, Virginia, report- 
ed a 44-percent drop in burglary over the 
last 3 years. Each day and night a thousand 
citizens watch out for their neighbors. Chief 
Buracker estimates that it would cost the 
taxpayer $30 million a year to replace this 
volunteer effort. 

In Florida’s Dade County, a youth crime 
watch program is credited for much of the 
25-percent decline in school crime and 20- 
percent drop in narcotics use since 1983— 


pardon me—1981. That would have been a 
sudden drop. We're seeing the same posi- 
tive results with watch programs all over 
the country, from Seattle to Las Vegas to 
Jackson, Mississippi. And what we’re really 
witnessing is a reaffirmation of American 
values: a sense of community and fellow- 
ship, individual responsibility, caring for 
family and friends, and a respect for the 
law. 

I hope we can mark our observance of 
National Crime Prevention Week by redou- 
bling our efforts. We'll continue cracking 
down on career criminals, organized crime, 
drug pushers, and pornographers. We'll 
continue working to protect the interests of 
victims. But the strongest guardian against 
crime is the American people and the insti- 
tutions that bind us together as a free soci- 
ety. Together we can turn the tide on 
crime and make it permanent. And with 
your help, we will. 

And now, it gives me great pleasure to 
award the George Washington Honor 
Medal to PACT, Police and Citizens To- 
gether, for their fine efforts in law enforce- 
ment. And I am delighted to present this 
award to Chief Maurice Turner of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Police Department and 
Officer Kenneth Perry of the U.S. Park 
Police. 

Gentlemen, it’s a pleasure to present this 
to you. 

Attorney General Smith. Mr. President, I 
would like at this time, if I can find him, to 
present to you, McGruff, our national crime 
dog. 

The President. I’ve got a kibble right in 
my pocket. [Laughter] 

Attorney General Smith. And, Mr. Presi- 
dent, one further item. 

Chief Turner. Mr. President, from the 
Washington Area Law Enforcement Offi- 
cers, we would like to present you with 
your own McGruff. 

The President. Thank you all. God bless 
you, and thank you for being here. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:55 a.m. in 
the East Room at the White House. 
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Department of the Treasury 





Nemination of David Campbell Mulford To 
Be a Deputy Under Secretary (International 
Affairs). February 15, 1984 





The President today anrcunced his inten- 
tion to nominate David Campbell Mulford 
to be a Deputy Under Secretary of the 
ireasury (international Affairs). Upon con- 
firmation the President will designate Mr. 
Mulford as an Assistant Secretary of the 
Treasury. He would succeed Marc Leland. 

Since 1974 Mr. Mulford has been senior 
investment adviser for the Saudi Arabian 
Monetary Agency, director of Merrill 
Lynch, Pierce, Fenner, and Smith, and 
managing director of Merrill Lynch White 
Weld Capital Markets Group. Previously he 
was head of White Weld International Fi- 
nance Group in New York (1970-1974) and 
was with White, Weld & Co., Inc., interna- 
tional investment banking in New York and 
London (1966-1974). He was a White 
House fellow in 1965-1966 and served as a 
special assistant to the Secretary of the 
Treasury. 

Mr. Mulford graduated from Lawrence 
University (B.A., 1959), Boston University 
(M.A., 1962), and Oxford University, St. An- 
tony’s College (Ph. D., 1965). He is married, 
has two children, and resides in Rockford, 
Ill. He was born June 27, 1937, in Rockford. 


Acid Precipitation Task Force 





Appointment of Kathleen M. Bennett as a 
Member. February 15, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Kathleen M. Bennett to be a 
member of the Acid Precipitation Task 
Force. She will succeed Ellis Cowling. 

Mrs. Bennett is presently serving as direc- 
tor of regulatory affairs for Champion Inter- 
national Corp. in Stamford, Conn. Previcus- 
ly she was Assistant Administrator for Air, 
Noise, and Radiation, United States Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, in 1981- 
1983; Federal affairs representative for the 
Crown Zellerbach Corp., in 1977-1981; and 
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director of legislative affairs for the Ameri- 
can Paper Institute in 1974-1977. 

She graduated from Manhattanville Col- 
lege (B.A., 1970). She is married, has three 
children, and resides in Alexandria, Va. She 
was born May 11, 1948, in Staten Island, 
N.Y. 


Susan B. Anthony Fundraising Program 





Remarks at the Fundraiser for Republican 
Women Candidates. February 15, 1984 





Well, thank you very much. And thank all 
of you very much. I’m delighted to be here 
and see so many good friends, and it’s 
always a pleasure for me to be joined by 
two of the most important women in my 
life, Nancy and Maureen. 

And warm greetings to those joining us 
by satellite across the country. At the Susan 
B. Anthony birthday party in Los Angeles 
the celebrations are being led by former 
First Lady Betty Ford, by the First Lady of 
California Gloria Deukmejian, and by 
Transportation Secretary Elizabeth Dole. 
And also present is a longtime friend, Carol 
Burnett. 

In Washington State, Republican women 
are hosting a party at the Governor’s man- 
sion, and among the distinguished guests 
are Health and Human Services Secretary 
Margaret Heckler and a very active Repub- 
lican woman, Jill Ruckelshaus. Thousands 
more are joining us by way of the C-Span 
television network, and I want to welcome 
all of you to this special party. 

And now before I say anything else, let 
me give each of you my heartfelt thanks for 
all the time and labor that you’ve given to 
the Republican cause. In the end, it’s not 
gloss and glitter but your determination and 
hard work that’s made it possible for us to 
put our beliefs into practice—and will again 
in November. And all of you are especially 
important, because you demonstrate the 
Republican commitment to American 
women. 

Tonight we mark the birthday, as we’ve 
been told, of a great American. Susan B. 
Anthony was born in 1820 in an America 
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where women were virtually excluded from 
public life. In many States it was difficult 
for women to get a public education. 
Women were denied the right to control 
their own property and, worst of all, across 
the country women were denied the most 
fundamental democratic right, the right to 
vote. 

Throughout her life Susan Anthony strug- 
gled to correct these injustices. She traveled 
the land, organizing women’s groups, writ- 
ing pamphlets, and speaking at conventions. 
To dramatize her cause in 1872 she regis- 
tered and voted, and for that simple act she 
was arrested, tried, and fined. But her trial 
helped awaken our country’s conscience. 

By the turn of the century, the women’s 
suffrage movement that Susan Anthony 
helped to create had begun making prog- 
ress. Year by year States granted women 
improved legal status. Susan B. Anthony 
died in 1906, but the movement lived on. 
And in 1920 the 19th amendment finally 
gave women the right to vote. 

We can all be proud that as women have 
taken on new roles in American society, the 


Grand Old Party has given them firm sup- 
port. First, Republicans gave their backing 


to women’s suffrage. Then our party 
became the first to elect a woman to the 
United States Congress. And we’re the only 
party ever to elect women to the United 
States Senate who were not first filling un- 
expired terms. / 

Today the two women in the Senate, my 
friends Nancy Kassebaum and Paula Haw- 
kins, are Republicans. We have nine out- 
standing Republican women in the House, 
and we're pleased to have three with us 
here tonight—Congressmen Nancy Johnson, 
Claudine Schneider, and Olympia Snowe. 
And this year our party faces no task more 
important than reelecting Senator Kasse- 
baum and her colleagues in the House and 
sending still more skilled women to the 
Congress. To give an old phrase a new 
twist, “A woman’s place is in the House— 
and the Senate.” As a matter of fact, Repub- 
lican women ought to increase their num- 
bers at every level of elective office. 

In the executive branch we’ve appointed 
women to positions of top responsibility, as 
you’ve been told here tonight, women like 
our U.N. Ambassador Jeane Kirkpatrick, our 
Secretary of Health and Human Services 


Margaret Heckler, and our Secretary of 
Transportation Elizabeth Dole. And I’m 
honored to have loyal and talented women 
like Ambassador Faith Whittlesey in the 
White House. And one of my proudest days 
in office was when I appointed Sandra Day 
O’Connor to be the first woman in history 
on the United States Supreme Court. 

Together, we Republicans are working to 
reshape America’s destiny. And when histo- 
rians write the story of these years, they'll 
find that skilled and talented women played 
vital roles. 

Think back to the mess that our country 
was in just 3 years ago. Big taxing and big 
spending had led to soaring inflation, and 
interest rates and government redtape had 
smothered productivity. You know, I have 
to—I just have to pause here and say that 
we've heard about some of the issues that 
the Gang of Eight are bringing up. [Laugh- 
ter] Fairness is one. Well, I have to say this 
about our opponents: They didn’t discrimi- 
nate; they have been fair; they made every- 
one miserable. [Laughter] 

But the broken economy hit women espe- 
cially hard. The majority of elderly Ameri- 
cans are women, and they found their pur- 
chasing power eaten up by inflation. Work- 
ing women saw taxes eat more of their pay- 
checks. Homemakers found that double- 
digit inflation made it harder and harder to 
buy groceries and pay the bills. And the 
thousands of women who wanted to start 
their own businesses saw 21-percent prime 
interest rates slam shut the doors of oppor- 
tunity. 

And then our administration took office. 
And with Republicans in control of the 
Senate, we went to work to make a new 
beginning. We reduced the growth of Fed- 
eral spending, pruned needless regulations, 
reduced personal income tax rates, and 
passed an historic reform called tax index- 
ing that means government can never again 
use inflation to profit at the people’s ex- 
pense. 

To help all Americans achieve economic 
equality we reduced the marriage tax pen- 
alty, almost doubled the maximum child 
care credit, increased the limits for IRA and 
Keogh contributions, and eliminated estate 
taxes on family farms and businesses for sur- 
viving spouses. But our job is not complete. 
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We’ve asked the Congress to enact legis- 
lation designed to provide women with 
more equitable treatment in pension bene- 
fits and IRAs, to further increase child and 
dependent care tax credits for low- and 
middle-income workers, and to enforce de- 
linquent parent support payments. 

Today, less than 3 years since we set our 
policies in place, our nation has one big 
program to help every American man, 
woman, and child. It’s called economic re- 
covery. 

The prime rate is only about half what it 
was when we took office. Inflation plum- 
meted by three-fourths, to only about 3 per- 
cent last year. Auto sales were up 15 per- 
cent in 1983 to the highest level since 1979. 
Housing starts rose by a healthy 60 percent. 
Factory orders are up, and last month retail 
sales jumped 2.2 percent, the fifth straight 
monthly gain. And tomorrow morning, if 
you're out around 8:30—and I can’t tell you 
any more than that—you’re going to hear 
some good economic news in a couple of 
areas. 

American workers’ real wages are rising, 
and last year 4 million Americans found 
jobs. With this recovery, you'll be glad to 
hear that the unemployment rate among 
adult women has dropped from 9.1 to 7.1 
percent, and today more women have jobs 
than ever before in our nation’s history. Just 
as important, the jobs women hold are get- 
ting better and better. In 1983, women 
filled almost three-quarters of all the new 
jobs in managerial, professional, and techni- 
cal fields. And the number of women- 
owned businesses is growing four times 
faster than those owned by men. 

I believe that we must also move boldly 
to develop the potential of space, while pre- 
serving our resources here on Earth—our 
land, water, and air. And let us preserve 
our other resources which are just as pre- 
cious—our values of faith, family, work, 
neighborhood, peace, and freedom, which 
make us a good and loving people. 

Just as we’re regaining our confidence at 
home, we’re bringing a new sense of pur- 
pose and direction to American foreign 
policy. Today the world knows once again 
that America stands for freedom for human- 
kind. Around the world we’re working hard 
to support democracy and to build peace. 


220 


And that brings me to our relationship 
with the Soviet Union. We know it isn’t 
what we want it to be. Time and again in 
public statements and in private communi- 
cations to the Soviet leadership I’ve stressed 
our commitment to a serious and intensive 
dialog, one aimed at building a more con- 
structive relationship, avoiding war, and re- 
ducing arms as a starting point. But we 
want to accomplish much more, and for 
that we need a good-faith effort on both 
sides. That’s the message Vice President 
Bush carried to Moscow earlier this week. 

In his meeting with General Secretary 
Chernenko, Vice President Bush empha- 
sized once again America’s desire for great- 
er mutual understanding and genuine coop- 
eration between our two countries. He also 
made clear our concerns over issues such as 
human rights and regional conflicts. 

Let me share with you the Vice Presi- 
dent’s impressions of the new Soviet leader- 
ship that he passed to me following his 
meeting in the Kremlin. The atmosphere 
was positive. Although Secretary Cher- 
nenko did not depart from standard Soviet 
positions, he did appear ready to put our 
relationship on a more constructive basis. 
Vice President Bush and I have the impres- 
sion that the new Soviet leadership is 
making an effort to downplay rhetoric and 
to explore ways to promote a more useful 
dialog. 

America has always been willing to meet 
the Soviets halfway to find solutions to the 
many problems that divide us and to reach 
fair arms reduction agreements. If the new 
Soviet leadership decides to join us in a 
good faith effort we can accomplish much 
good together, and there’s no better time to 
start than right now. If the Soviet Govern- 
ment wants peace, then there will be 
peace. 

And finally, let me say a few words about 
recent events in Lebanon. We all know the 
peace process has been painfully slow, but 
we must continue to search for peace and 
stability in that deeply troubled country as 
long as there is the slightest chance to bring 
it about. You need only see the pain and 
suffering in the eyes of the Lebanese 
people, and particularly the children, to un- 
derstand that we have a moral obligation 
not to abandon those people. 
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In recent weeks I have become increas- 
ingly concerned about the situation there. 
Should the various Lebanese factions fail to 
establish a basis for reconciliation, it would 
only encourage the radicals and extremists 
and put the Lebanese people in even more 
danger. And this would be more dangerous 
for the whole world. 

The presence of the multinational force, 
the MNF, must never be an excuse for the 
Syrians and their clients to avoid a negotiat- 
ed solution and reconciliation. So to use our 
diplomatic and military resources to the 
best advantage, and after consultation with 
President Gemayel, we have decided to 
shift our forces to an offshore deployment. 

The recent outbreak of violence only 
reaffirms the importance of the actions that 
we're taking. If a moderate government 
were overthrown because it had the cour- 
age to turn in the direction of peace, imag- 
ine the consequences for the future. We 
will remain steady. We will pursue every 
avenue in the search for peace and stability 
in that troubled region. 

All of us share a dream of America as a 
great force for peace and goodwill among 
nations. And all of us share Susan B. Anth- 
ony’s dream of America as a land where 
every citizen is judged not according to 
color or sex, but on the sole basis of individ- 
ual merit; a land where every woman and 
man is free to become all they can be. I 
believe that, under God, we’re making that 
great dream come true. 

Thank you all, again, and God bless you 
all. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:06 p.m. in 
the Hall of Flags at the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Federal Service Impasses Panel 





Appointment of Two Members. 
February 16, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint the following individuals to 


be members of the Federal Service Im- 
passes Panel, for terms expiring January 10, 
1989: 


Robert G. Howlett would succeed Roy Martin 
Brewer. Mr. Howlett is currently a partner in 
the law firm of Schmidt, Howlett, Van’t Hof, 
Snell and Vana in Grand Rapids, Mich. Previ- 
ously he was a member of the Federal Service 
Impasses Panel (1982-1984) and was appointed 
chairman of the Panel by President Ford in 
1976 and served in that capacity until 1978. 
Mr. Howlett graduated from Northwestern 
University (B.S., 1929; J.D., 1932). He is mar- 
ried, has three children, and resides in Grand 
Rapids, Mich. Mr. Howlett was born November 
10, 1906, in Bay City, Mich. 

Susan S. Robfogel is currently a member of the 
Federal Service Impasses Panel. She also is a 
partner in the law firm of Harris, Beach, 
Wilcox, Rubin and Levey. Previously she 
served as senior assistant corporation counsel to 
the city of Rochester, N.Y. (1967-1970). Mrs. 
Robfogel graduated from Smith College (BS., 
1964) and Cornell Law School (J.D., 1967). She 
is married, has two children, and resides in 
Rochester, N.Y. She was born April 4, 1943, in 
Columbus, Ohio. This is a reappointment. 


Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week, 1984 





Message of the President. 
February 17, 1984 





On this occasion, we mark the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the celebration of Brother- 
hood/Sisterhood Week. For half a century 
this event has played a major role in en- 
couraging greater understanding and com- 
munication among conflicting segments of 
society. 

Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week furthers 
our awareness of the universal nature of the 
human experience. In promoting the spirit 
of brotherhood among the people of our 
nation, we strengthen our respect for the 
rich diversity of our country. By focusing on 
the importance of the dignity of the indi- 
vidual, we acknowledge the bonds of birth, 
hope, and freedom that gave meaning to 
our way of life. 

In reaching out in brotherhood to our 
fellow citizens, we help stem the tide of 
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historic challenges to mankind’s advance- 
ment—starvation, disease, poverty, and war. 
Recognizing the precariousness of man’s life 
on this planet, we strive to undergird the 
work of men and women of goodwill to 
bring about a world built upon the true 
values of fellowship and mutual respect. 


Ronald Reagan 


Note: Brotherhood/Sisterhood Week will be 
observed February 20-26. 


Department of the Treasury 





Nomination of Alfred Hugh Kingon To Be 
an Assistant Secretary (Policy Planning and 
Communications). February 17, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Alfred Hugh Kingon to be 
an Assistant Secretary of Treasury (Policy 
Planning and Communications). He would 
succeed Ann Dore McLaughlin. 

Since 1983, Mr. Kingon has been serving 
as Assistant Secretary for International Eco- 
nomic Policy at the Department of Com- 
merce. Previously, he was with Macro Com- 
munications, Inc., in New York City, serv- 
ing as editor in chief of Saturday Review 
(1980-1982), and Financial World (1973- 
1983) and editor of Money & Credit (1970- 
1973). He was portfolio manager for the 
Businessman’s Fund in 1969-1971; security 
analyst, vice president and director of re- 
search for Scheinman, Hochstin & Trotta in 
1967-1969; and investment adviser with 
Burnham & Co. in 1963-1967. He was a 
member of the Executive Committee of the 
President’s Private Sector Survey for Cost 
Control Task Force and the President’s Na- 
tional Productivity Advisory Committee. 

Mr. Kingon graduated from Union Col- 
lege (B.S., 1953) and attended New York 
University Graduate School of Business Ad- 
ministration in 1956-1961. He is married, 
has one child, and resides in Chevy Chase, 
Md. He was born May 11, 1931, in Brook- 
lyn, N.Y. 
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President’s National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory 
Committee 





Appointment of Robert H. Snedaker, Jr., as a 
Member. February 17, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to appoint Robert H. Snedaker, Jr., to 
be a member of the President’s National 
Security Telecommunications Advisory 
Committee. He would succeed Robert M. 
Pirnie. 

Mr. Snedaker is currently president of 
United Telephone System, Inc., and chair- 
man of the board of directors of the United 
States Telephone Association. Previously, he 
was president of United Telephone Co. of 
Ohio (1971-79); vice president and general 
manager of Ohio Bell in Columbus, Ohio 
(1964-71); and staff director at AT&T 
(1962-64). 

Mr. Snedaker graduated from Dartmouth 
College (B.S., 1947; M.S., 1949). He is mar- 
ried, has four children, and resides in Prai- 
rie Village, Kans. He was born February 13, 
1926, in New York, N.Y. 


Republican Women Officials 





Remarks at a White House Luncheon for 
the Elected Officials. February 17, 1984 





I once learned that you’re never sup- 
posed to open any remarks with an apology, 
but I must, because I am the reason for—of 
being delayed a little bit and it was late 
coming here. And I have to explain the 
reason I was late. I was getting connected 
to Yugoslavia so that I could congratulate 
on behalf of all Americans Scott Hamilton 
for winning the gold. 

Now, about that introduction and that 
line that was used in introducing me the 
other night by Mrs. Reagan. I had always 
heard that an emcee was to be so dull in 
introducing those to follow that they would 
appear brilliant by contrast. [Laughter] She 
got the biggest laugh of the night. [Laugh- 
ter] 
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But I’m delighted to welcome you here. 
And it’s good to see so many friends and to 
have a chance to make some new ones. I 
want to thank all of you for what you're 
doing to advance the goals and ideals that 
unite us. It’s you, the officeholders in State 
capitals and communities all across Amer- 
ica, who are putting our beliefs into prac- 
tice. 

And I believe that America is moving for- 
ward again, and it’s not because of any 
magic in Washington. The only magicians 
are on the other end of Pennsylvania 
Avenue—sleight-of-hand artists who have a 
way of taking your tax dollars and making 
them disappear. [Laughter] But it’s your 
drive, energy, and determination that make 
the difference. And that’s why America’s 
future is looking better every day. 

My spirits are high for another reason as 
well. I’m able to share these few moments 
with two of the most important women in 
my life—Nancy and Maureen. And, you 
know, I only work a few hundred feet from 
here, but I rarely get home for lunch. 
[Laughter] 

Maureen did a little research for me, and 
I know that even before women had the 
right to vote, our party became the first to 
elect a woman to the United States Con- 
gress. Well, that’s the Republican Party tra- 
dition, and I’m determined to build on it. 
The only women in the Senate, Nancy 
Kassebaum and Paula Hawkins, are Repub- 
licans, not to mention our nine outstanding 
Republican Congresswomen. Now, don’t 
you think it’s about time we gave them 
some more company? [Applause] 

We're calling on the talents and leader- 
ship of women in a big way. For the first 
time in history, three women are in the 
Cabinet at the same time—Ambassador 
Jeane Kirkpatrick, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services Margaret Heckler, and 
Secretary of Transportation Elizabeth Dole. 
Ambassador Faith Whittlesey has brought 
her talent to our White House staff. 

And all told, more than a _ thousand 
women hold policymaking posts in our ad- 
ministration. And one of my proudest days 
was when Sandra Day O’Connor became 
the first woman justice in the history of the 
Supreme Court. In counting the votes 
sometimes and some of the issues in these 


last 3 years, I’ve had reason to cheer her 
being there. 

But just as important, thousands of able 
Republican women like you are serving on 
the frontlines in public offices all across 
America. We want to see the number of 
Republican women officeholders growing 
here in Washington and in every American 
town and city and State. Someday a 
woman’s going to have my job. Let’s make 
sure it’s a Republican woman. 

When historians write about these years, 
they’re going to find that very skilled and 
talented women played a key role in put- 
ting America back on her feet. Challenges 
are still before us, and together we Republi- 
cans can turn them into opportunities. 

Three weeks ago in my State of the 
Union address, I talked about how far we’ve 
come since those days in 1980 when we 
were hearing sorry excuses about some sort 
of malaise that the American people suf- 
fered. Well, I won’t belabor the point, but 
have you figured out why our critics are 
going around the country moaning and 
groaning? Maybe we should speak a little 
louder about the one big program that is 
helping every man, woman, and child in 
America. It’s called economic recovery. 

By turning the economy around, we’ve 
helped everyene, and particularly women. 
The majority of elderly Americans are 
women. And double-digit inflation in 1979 
and 1980 was destroying their purchasing 
power. Now inflation is only 3.2 percent. 

Thousands of women who wanted to start 
their own businesses saw 21-percent prime 
interest rates slam shut the doors of oppor- 
tunity. Well, those interest rates have been 
cut nearly in half. And if Congress will co- 
operate, we can do even better. 

Personal income tax rates have been re- 
duced, and indexing begins next year, 
meaning that government can no longer 
profit at the taxpayer’s expense. We re- 
duced the marriage tax penalty and almost 
doubled the maximum child care credit. We 
increased the limits for IRA and Keough 
contributions. And we’ve eliminated estate 
taxes on family farms and businesses for sur- 
viving spouses. 

From solid growth in housing—new hous- 
ing starts in January were at their highest 
since 1978—to new frontiers in high tech- 
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nology and from a healthy recovery in real 
wages to the sharpest drop in unemploy- 
ment in nearly 33 years, we have good 
reason to be proud of what’s been accom- 
plished. For 13 months we have been put- 
ting an average of 300,000 people a month 
back into jobs and off the unemployment 
rolls. 

Believe me, if we didn’t control one 
House of the Congress, none of that could 
ever have been done. There’s still so much 
to do, more to do in ensuring women’s 
rights, providing for equitable treatment in 
pension benefits and IRAs, facilitating child 
and dependent care, and enforcing delin- 
quent parent support payments. And we’ve 
introduced legislation in all these areas to 
accomplish these goals. 

Unemployment is now down to 7.9 per- 
cent. The unemployment rate among adult 
women has dropped from 9.1 to 7.1 per- 
cent. And today more women have jobs 
than ever before in our Nation’s history. 
But I won't be satisfied until every Ameri- 
can who wants a job can find a job. 

We need basic budget and tax reforms 
like the line-item veto, a constitutional 
amendment mandating a balanced budget, 
and tax simplification, so that we can make 
sure the progress we’re enjoying will con- 
tinue for generations to come. And I be- 
lieve we must also move boldly to develop 
the enormous potential of space while pre- 
serving our resources here on Earth—our 
land, water, and air. And let us preserve 
our other resources which are just as pre- 
cious—our values of faith, family, work, 
neighborhood, peace, and freedom, the 
values that have made us a good and a 
loving people. 

Just as we're turning the economy 
around, there’s a new sense of purpose and 
direction to America’s foreign policy. Back 
in 1981 we had an uncomfortable feeling 
that we’d lost respect overseas. Some ques- 
tioned whether we had the will to defend 
peace and freedom. Well, 3 years later, the 
world knows once more what America 
stands for—freedom, dignity, and peace for 
everywhere, for people from Asia to Cen- 
tral and South America. 

And that brings me to two final points. 
The first has to do with the Soviet Union. 
For the first time in years, we’re on the 
way to restoring a constructive dialog, one 
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that builds stability and is so essential for 
peace. Time and again, in public statements 
and in private communications to the 
Soviet leadership, I’ve stressed our commit- 
ment to a serious and intensive dialog, one 
aimed at building a more constructive rela- 
tionship. Avoiding war and reducing arms is 
the starting point. 

But I want to accomplish much more. 
And all that’s needed is a good-faith effort 
on both sides. That’s the message that Vice 
President Bush carried to Moscow earlier 
this week. And the Vice President empha- 
sized once again America’s desire for great- 
er mutual understanding and genuine coop- 
eration between our two countries. 

America has always been ready to meet 
the Soviets halfway. To find solutions to the 
many problems that divide us and to reach 
fair arms reduction agreements. If the new 
Soviet leadership decides to join us in a 
good-faith effort, we can accomplish much 
good together. And there’s no better time 
to start than right now. 

Finally, let me say a few words about 
recent events in the Middle East. We all 
know the peace process has been painfully 
slow but we must continue to search for 
peace and stability as long as there’s a 
chance to bring it about. 

For the past 35 years, the United States 
has been working to build peace and stabil- 
ity in that troubled region. Most of that 
effort has been focused on resolving the 
conflict between Israel and her Arab neigh- 
bors. Lebanon’s troubles are just part of the 
overall problem in the Middle East, and her 
internal strife has only made it worse. The 
most recent outbreak of violence reaffirms 
the importance of redoubling our efforts to 
find a peaceful solution to the fundamental 
problems of the region. And we’re trying to 
do just that. 

Earlier this week I met with King Hus- 
sein of Jordan and President Mubarak of 
Egypt. We discussed our September 1982 
Middle East plan and ways to move the 
peace process forward—both of them in 
complete agreement that this should be 
done, and they want to be of help. We’re 
pursuing every avenue in the search for 
peace and stability. 

Well now, that’s—I’ve gone on long 
enough. When you get back home, tell 
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people what we stand for, what we’ve done, 
and how far, together, we can still go. 

We can make our dreams come true. The 
Republican Party needs you, and so does 
America. So, temporarily, Ill say, “Good 
luck, and God bless you”—and we'll have 
dessert. 


Note: The President spoke at 12:55 p.m. in 
the State Dining Room at the White House. 


Central America Democracy, Peace 
and Development Initiative 
Legislation 





Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Proposed Legislation. February 17, 1984 





To the Congress of the United States: 

I herewith transmit proposed legislation 
that embodies the consensus arrived at by 
the National Bipartisan Commission on 
Central America. Its unifying thread is the 
spirit of the late Senator Henry M. Jack- 
son—to advance the twin purposes of na- 
tional security and human development. 

Peace and individual betterment are uni- 
versal purposes. They are at the heart of 
the American dream. Yet, today in Central 
America these goals are not realized. Pover- 
ty and violence are widespread. As a conse- 
quence, democratic forces are not able to 
flourish, and those who seek to disrupt free- 
dom and opportunity threaten the heart of 
those nations. 

Throughout our history, our leaders have 
put country before party on issues in for- 
eign affairs important to the national inter- 
est. The Commission identifies the situation 
in Central America as this kind of issue. 
The 12 Commissioners—Democrats and Re- 
publicans alike—conclude “that Central 
America is both vital and vulnerable, and 
that whatever other crises may arise to 
claim the nation’s attention, the United 
States cannot afford to turn away from that 
threatened region.” 

We face an inescapable reality: we must 
come to the support of our neighbors. The 
democratic elements in Central America 
need our help. For them to overcome the 
problems of accumulated historical inequi- 


ties and immediate armed threats will take 
time, effort, and resources. We must sup- 
port those efforts. 

As the Commission recommends, our 
policy must be based on the principles of 
democratic self-determination, economic 
and social improvement that fairly benefits 
all, and cooperation in meeting threats to 
the security of the region. 

Accordingly, I propose the “Central 
America Democracy, Peace and Develop- 
ment Initiative Act of 1984.” This Act calls 
for an increased commitment of resources 
beginning immediately and extending regu- 
larly over the next five years. This assist- 
ance is necessary to support the balance of 
economic, political, diplomatic, and security 
measures that will be pursued simultaneous- 
ly. 

I propose authorization for an $8 billion, 
five-year reconstruction and development 
program for Central America, composed of 
$6 billion in direct appropriations and $2 
billion in insurance and guarantee authori- 
ty. For fiscal year 1985 the figures are $1.1 
billion and $600 million, respectively. In ad- 
dition, the plan calls for $400 million in 
supplemental appropriations for an emer- 
gency economic stabilization program for 
fiscal year 1984. 

These resources will support agricultural 
development, education, health services, 
export promotion, land reform, housing, hu- 
manitarian relief, trade credit insurance, aid 
for small businesses, and other activities. 
Because democracy is essential to effective 
development, special attention will be 
given to increasing scholarships, leadership 
training, educational exchanges, and sup- 
port for the growth of democratic institu- 
tions. 

Regional institutions such as the Central 
American Common Market (CACM) and 
the Central American Bank for Economic 
Integration (CABEI) made a major contri- 
bution to the réegion’s economic growth in 
the 1960’s and early 70’s. I am proposing a 
substantial assistance program to revitalize 
these institutions and thereby stimulate 
intra-regional trade and economic activity. 

To enable the countries of Central Amer- 
ica to participate directly in the planning of 
these efforts, I shall explore the creation of 
a Central American Development Organi- 
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zation (CADO). This would enable political 
and private leaders from both the United 
States and Central America to review objec- 
tives and progress, and make recommenda- 
tions on the nature and levels of our assist- 
ance efforts. The organization would, in 
effect, help to oversee and coordinate the 
major efforts that must be made. The legis- 
lation I am proposing sets out a series of 
principles to guide the negotiations for the 
establishment of this new regional institu- 
tion. I intend to respect those principles in 
these negotiations and in our subsequent 
participation in CADO. As the Commission 
recognized, the ultimate control of aid 
funds will always rest with the donors. Con- 
sistent with the Constitution and this pre- 
cept, final disposition of funds appropriated 
under this legislation will be subject to the 
ultimate control of the Congress and the 
President. 

The National Bipartisan Commission spe- 
cifically recommends significantly increased 
levels of military aid to the region, especial- 
ly El Salvador. In the words of the Report, 
“the worst possible policy for El Salvador is 
to provide just enough aid to keep the war 
going, but too little to wage it successfully.” 
I propose authorization for a $259 million 
supplemental appropriation for the region 
for fiscal year 1984 and a $256 million pro- 
gram for fiscal year 1985. 

U.S. military assistance is vital to shield 
progress on human rights and democratiza- 
tion against violence from extremes of both 
left and right. I shall ensure that this assist- 
ance is provided under conditions necessary 
to foster human rights and political and eco- 
nomic development, and our Administra- 
tion will consult with the Members of the 
Congress to make certain that our assist- 
ance is used fairly and effectively. 

No new laws are needed to carry out 
many of the Commission’s recommenda- 
tions. There is, for example, a consensus on 
an integral part of our strategy in Central 
America: support for actions implementing 
the 21 Contadora objectives to help bring 
about peace. The Contadora objectives are 
in Central America’s interest and in ours. 
Similarly, we are urging other nations to 
increase their assistance to the area. 

I believe it is no accident that the Com- 
mission reached many of the same conclu- 
sions about comprehensive solutions to Cen- 
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tral America’s problems as have the partici- 
pants in the Contadora process. As Dr. Kis- 
singer noted in his January 10 letter to me, 
“the best route to consensus on U.S. policy 
toward Central America is by exposure to 
the realities of Central America.” 

The National Bipartisan Commission on 
Central America has done its work. Now it 
is our turn. Unless we act—quickly, hu- 
manely, and firmly—we shall face a crisis 
that is much worse for everyone concerned. 
We owe it to our children to make sure that 
our neighbors have a chance to live decent 
lives in freedom. 

I, therefore, ask that the enclosed legisla- 
tion be given your urgent attention and 
early and favorable action. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
February 17, 1984. 


United States International Activities in 
Science and Technology 





Message to the Congress Transmitting a 
Report. February 17, 1984 





To the Congress of the United States: 

In accordance with the requirements of 
Title V of the Foreign Relations Authoriza- 
tion Act for Fiscal Year 1979 (Public Law 
95-426), I am transmitting the 1983 annual 
report on the United States Government’s 
international activities in the fields of sci- 
ence and technology. As in the past, this 
report has been prepared by the Depart- 
ment of State in collaboration with other 
concerned agencies of the Federal govern- 
ment. 

I would like to take this opportunity, first 
of all, to express again my personal regret 
on the passing of Congressman Clement J. 
Zablocki. As Chairman of the House For- 
eign Affairs Committee and of the Subcom- 
mittee on International Security and Scien- 
tific Affairs, Congressman Zablocki made 
many significant contributions to this Na- 
tion’s pursuit of foreign relations spanning 
several administrations. None of these, how- 
ever, was more important than his tireless 
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efforts to see that science and technology 
play greater roles in the conduct of foreign 
policy. Chairman Zablocki understood well 
the benefits of scientific progress toward 
economic growth both for our Nation and 
others across the globe and incorporated 
that understanding into the Title V legisla- 
tion of which he was the prime architect. 
On behalf of the people of the United 
States, I want to express the gratitude of 
the Nation for his many years of distin- 
guished service. 

Science and technology have been key to 
the economic and social development of the 
United States. Political liberty and free en- 
terprise provide a fertile environment to 
American scientists and engineers who have 
given us a standard of living unequaled in 
the history of the world. We are certain 
that science and technology offer similar 
hope to all nations committed to the pursuit 
of realistic and sustained economic develop- 
ment. The United States has increasingly 
made cooperative scientific and technologi- 
cal arrangements important to our develop- 
mental assistance efforts to Third World 
countries and of strengthened bilateral rela- 
tions with other industrialized nations. 

During 1983 we were successful in our 
efforts to encourage international science 
and technology cooperation. There were 
many positive developments which are set 
out in detail in this report. Of particular 
importance, though, are several of our bi- 
lateral relations. It is important to develop a 
strong bilateral relationship with the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of China while maintaining 
our friendship with the democratic nations 
of Asia. Broad-based science and technology 
agreements are a vital part of our efforts to 
build this relationship. The role of science 
and technology plays a similar role in Latin 
America. This is particularly true in our bi- 
lateral relations with Brazil and Mexico. I 
am certain that these nations attach as 
much importance to scientific and technol- 
ogy cooperation as we do. We will continue 
to pursue the opportunities for increased 
cooperation. 

Perhaps the most disturbing development 
of 1983 in the field of science and technol- 
ogy has been our reluctant, but necessary, 
decision to give notice of our intent to with- 
draw from participation in UNESCO. Our 
persistent efforts over the past three years 


to convince the UNESCO bureaucracy in 
Paris to address the Agency’s serious prob- 
lems of administrative and fiscal misman- 
agement and to reorient its direction to 
pursue once again only the mission envi- 
sioned in its charter have failed. We see no 
viable option but to sever our ties with this 
Agency if its overt hostility to American 
values and its increasing substantive impo- 
tence and procedural abuse are not satisfac- 
torily corrected. We will strive to minimize 
any significant adverse effect on beneficial 
science and_ technology activities at 
UNESCO by making alternative arrange- 
ments for U.S. participation in such pro- 
grams. 

Our scientific and technological relations 
with the Soviet Union and Poland have 
been adversely affected by disappointing 
Soviet attitudes and actions. In our Title V 
Report for 1982, I made it clear that coop- 
eration depends upon the steps the Soviet 
Government takes to comply with recog- 
nized norms of international behavior. 
Soviet behavior still falls far short of this 
standard, and our position remains un- 
changed. We will continue to carefully ob- 
serve Soviet behavior and adjust our science 
and technology cooperation accordingly. 

In the overall international arena, we can 
be proud of our scientific leadership. It can 
go a long way in helping the cause of free- 
dom and economic growth around the 
world. The international programs de- 
scribed in this report benefit our Nation 
and our cooperative partners, and are a 
source of good will around the world. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
February 17, 1984. 


Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission 





Nomination of Fred William Alvarez To Be 
a Member. February 17, 1984 





The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate Fred William Alvarez to 
be a member of the Equal Employment 
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Opportunity Commission for the term ex- 
piring July 1, 1988. He would succeed Ar- 
mando M. Rodriguez. 

Since 1980 he has been in the private 
practice of law with the firm of Sutin, 
Thayer & Browne in Albuquerque, N. Mex. 
Previously he was a trial attorney with the 
National Labor Relations Board in Oakland 
and San Francisco, Calif., in 1976-1980; and 
was a law clerk to Chief Justice LaFel E. 
Oman, New Mexico Supreme Court, Santa 
Fe, in 1975-1976. 

He graduated from Stanford University 
(B.A., 1972; J.D., 1975). He is married and 
resides in Albuquerque, N. Mex. He was 
born June 1, 1949, in Las Cruces, N. Mex. 


District of Columbia Police and 
Firefighters’ Retirement and Disability 
System 





Executive Order 12461. February 17, 1984 





DESIGNATING A FEDERAL RETIREMENT 
SYSTEM UNDER PUBLIC LAw 98-168 


By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Federal Employees’ Retirement 
Contribution Temporary Adjustment Act of 
1983 (title II of Public Law 98-168) (“the 
Act”), it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. The District of Columbia 
Police and Firefighters’ Retirement and 
Disability System, insofar as it applies to 
Federal employees who are covered under 
section 203(aX1) of the Act, is designated a 
covered retirement system under section 
203(aX2XD) of the Act. The Secretary of the 
Treasury is designated the appropriate 
agency head with respect to such system, 
under section 205(aX2\D) of the Act. In. dis- 
charging the responsibilities delegated by 
this Order, the Secretary shall be guided by 
the information and recommendations pro- 
vided by the Mayor of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

Sec. 2. This Order shall be effective as of 
January 1, 1984. 


Ronald Reagan 


The White House, 
February 17, 1984. 
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:17 a.m., February 21, 1984) 


President’s Advisory Committee on 
Mediation and Conciliation 





Executive Order 12462. February 17, 1984 





By the authority vested in me as Presi- 
dent by the Constitution and statutes of the 
United States of America, including the 
Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended (5 U.S.C. App. I), in order to 
create an advisory committee on methods 
of mediating and on the voluntary adjust- 
ment of labor disputes, it is hereby ordered 
as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment. There is estab- 
lished the President’s Advisory Committee 
on Mediation and Conciliation. The Com- 
mittee shall be composed of not more than 
twelve members who shall be appointed or 
designated by the President from among 
persons with special knowledge and famil- 
iarity with labor relations problems. The Di- 
rector of the Federal Mediation and Concil- 
iation Service is hereby designated as Chair- 
man of the Advisory Committee. 

Sec. 2. Functions. (a) The Committee shall 
advise the President and the Director of 
the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service on methods of improving the effi- 
ciency of arbitration of disputes arising 
under collective bargaining agreements, 
and on other matters, not involving particu- 
lar labor disputes, of general significance to 
strengthening and increasing the effective- 
ness of bilateral dispute resolution mecha- 
nisms under such agreements. 

(b) In performance of its advisory respon- 
sibilities, the Committee shall report to the 
President and the Director of the Federal 
Mediation and Conciliation Service from 
time to time as requested. 

(c) The Committee will undertake a 
review of regulations promulgated by the 
Federal Mediation and Conciliation Service 
that affect established arbitration and medi- 
ation procedures, and offer their findings 
and recommendations in a report to the 
President and the Director of the Federal 





Mediation and Conciliation Service within 
nine months of the Committee’s establish- 
ment. 

Sec. 3. Administration. (a) The heads of 
Executive agencies shall, to the extent per- 
mitted by law, provide the Committee such 
information as it may require to carry out 
its functions. 

(b) Members of the Committee shall serve 
without compensation for their work on the 
Committee. However, members appointed 
from among private citizens of the United 
States may be allowed travel expenses, in- 
cluding per diem in lieu of subsistence, as 
authorized by law for persons serving inter- 
mittently in the government service (5 
U.S.C. 5701-5707). 

(c) The Director of the Federal Mediation 
and Conciliation Service shall provide the 
Committee with such administrative serv- 
ices, facilities, staff and other support as 
may be necessary for the effective perform- 
ance of its functions. 

Sec. 4. General. (a) Notwithstanding the 
provisions of any other Executive Order, 
the responsibilities of the President under 
the Federal Advisory Committee Act, as 
amended, except that of reporting annually 
to the Congress, which are applicable to the 
Committee established by this Order, shall 
be performed by the Director of the Feder- 
al Mediation and Conciliation Service, in ac- 
cordance with guidelines and procedures 
established by the Administrator of General 
Services. 

(b) The Committee shall terminate on 
December 31, 1984, unless sooner ex- 
tended. 


Ronald Reagan 
The White House, 
February 17, 1984. 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Regis- 
ter, 10:18 a.m., February 21, 1984] 
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White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the 
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Press Secretary and not included elsewhere 


in this issue. 





February 9 

The White House announced that the 
President has requested the Congress to 
provide $90 million in fiscal year 1984 for 
245 thousand tons of emergency food aid 
for the drought-stricken nations of Africa. 
Additionally, $200 million in fiscal year 
1984 is requested for low-income home 
energy assistance. An unexpectedly severe 
winter has increased the need for this assist- 
ance. Also included in this proposal are re- 
quests by the legislative branch for addi- 
tional appropriations totaling $6.6 million in 
fiscal year 1984 and $3.7 million in fiscal 
year 1985 and an appropriation language 
request to enable the Department of De- 
fense to proceed with a classified project. 


February 10 

The President asked Vice President Bush 
to be his personal representative to the fu- 
neral of Soviet Chairman Yuriy V. Andro- 
pov. The President has asked the Vice 
President, when in Moscow, to extend the 
condolences and best wishes of the Ameri- 
can people to the people of the Soviet 
Union and to express to them our strong 
desire for peace. The President also re- 
quested the Vice President to convey to the 
new Soviet leadership our hope for an im- 
proved dialog and cooperation which can 
lead to a more constructive relationship be- 
tween our two countries. 


February 11 

The President asked Senate Majority 
Leader Howard H. Baker, Jr., and U.S. Am- 
bassador to the Soviet Union Arthur A. 
Hartman to accompany Vice President 
Bush in the delegation to the funeral of 
Soviet Chairman Yuriy V. Andropov. Vice 
President Bush will head the delegation. 


February 12 

The President returned to the White 
House following his stay at Rancho del 
Cielo, his ranch near Santa Barbara, Calif. 


February 13 


The President met at the White House 
with members of the White House staff. 
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In the afternoon, the President went to 
the Soviet Embassy to sign the book of con- 
dolence on the death of Yuriy V. Andropov. 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited Prime Minister Mario 
Soares of Portugal to make an official work- 
ing visit to the United States. Prime Minis- 
ter Soares has accepted the invitation and 
will meet with the President at the White 
House on March 14. 

The White House announced that the 
President has invited President J. R. 
Jayewardene of Sri Lanka to make a state 
visit to the United States. President 
Jayewardene has accepted the invitation 
and will meet with the President at the 
White House on June 18. 


February 14 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—the Cabinet Council on Legal Policy to 

discuss legislation concerning victims of 
crime; 

—Neil Kinnock, British Labor 

leader. 

In the afternoon, the President tele- 
phoned congratulations to Debbie Arm- 
strong and Christin Cooper in Sarajevo, Yu- 
goslavia. Ms. Armstrong won the gold 
medal and Ms. Cooper won the silver 
medal in the women’s giant slalom event of 
the 1984 Winter Olympic Games. 

In a ceremony in the Oval Office, the 
President met with 8-year-old Stephanie 
Swiney, of Lexington, N.C., the 1984 Na- 
tional Easter Seal Child. Stephanie present- 
ed the President with the 50th edition 
Easter Seals. Other participants in the cere- 
mony included entertainer Pat Boone, the 
National Easter Seal chairman and Telethon 
host, members of Stephanie’s family, and 
representatives of the National Easter Seal 
Society. 


February 15 
The President met at the White House 
with: 
—the Godfrey Sperling Group for a 
breakfast meeting with the reporters; 
—members of the White House staff; 
—representatives of the United Way of 


America to receive the report on the 
1983 fund drive; 


Party 


—Secretary of the Treasury Donald T. 
Regan, Chairman of the Board of Gov- 
ernors of the Federal Reserve System 
Paul A. Volcker, and Assistant to the 
President James A. Baker III. 


February 16 

The President met at the White House 

with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—Vice President George Bush, Secretary 
of State George P. Shultz, and Assistant 
to the President for National Security 
Affairs Robert C. McFarlane, for a 
luncheon meeting to discuss the Vice 
President’s recent trip to the Soviet 
Union and Europe and the redeploy- 
ment of U.S. marines in Lebanon; 

—the Cabinet Council on Food and Agri- 
culture to discuss Federal farm pro- 
grams; 

—the Cabinet Council on Commerce and 
Trade to discuss international trade; 

—Simon Weisenthal. 


Late in the morning the President met in 
Room 450 of the Old Executive Office 
Building with the Emergency Committee 
for American Trade, a group of approxi- 
mately 100 chief executive officers and 
senior executives interested in international 
trade. 


The President transmitted to the Con- 
gress the annual report of the National En- 
dowment for the Arts and the National 
Council on the Arts for fiscal year 1983. 


The President declared a major disaster 
for the State of Idaho because of the impact 
of ice jams, ice, and flooding, which caused 
extensive property damage. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate four space shuttle astronauts for 
promotion. Comdr. Daniel C. Brandenstein, 
U.S. Navy, will be nominated for promotion 
to captain; Lt. Comdr. Dale A. Gardner, 
U.S. Navy, will be nominated for promotion 
to commander; Lt. Col. Guion S. Bluford, 
Jr., U.S. Air Force, will be nominated for 
promotion to colonel; and Maj. Brewster H. 
Shaw, Jr., will be nominated for promotion 
to lieutenant colonel. This is the result of a 
policy established by the President in 1965 
to promote an astronaut one grade after the 
astronaut’s first successful space flight. The 





last previous promotion under this policy 
was in 1974. 


February 17 

The President met at the White House 
with: 

—members of the White House staff; 

—David C. Jordan, U.S. Ambassador to 

Peru, and Thomas W. M. Smith, US. 
Ambassador to Nigeria, prior to their 
departure for their overseas posts. 

The White House announced that the 
President has accepted the resignation of 
Ambassador Richard B. Stone as Special 
Representative of the President to Central 
America. He will be replaced by Ambassa- 
dor Harry W. Shlaudeman, who will be 
nominated as Special Presidential Envoy 
and Ambassador at Large for Central Amer- 
ica. 

The President announced that Dorcas R. 
Hardy, Assistant Secretary for Human De- 
velopment Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, will chair the Task 
Force on Legal Equity for Women. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Reagan hosted a reception at the White 
House for the Princess Grace Foundation. 
Guests included Prince Rainier III of 
Monaco, Prince Albert, Princess Caroline, 
Princess Stephanie, and Princess Caroline’s 
husband, Stefano Casiraghi. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





The following list does not include promo- 
tions of members of the Uniformed Services, 
nominations to the Service Academies, or 
nominations of Foreign Service officers. 





Submitted February 14 


Harry L. Hupp, 

of California, to be United States District 
Judge for the Central District of California, 
vice A. Andrew Hauk, retired. 
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Nominations—Continued 
Submitted February 14—Continued 


Sarah Evans Barker, 

of Indiana, to be United States District 
Judge for the Southern District of Indiana, 
vice Cale J. Holder, deceased. 


Submitted February 16 


Robert H. Conn, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Secretary of 


the Navy (new position—P.L. 98-94 of Sep- 
tember 24, 1983). 


Edward J. Garcia, 

of California, to be United States District 
Judge for the Eastern District of California, 
vice Philip C. Wilkins, retired. 


Edward Noonan Ney, 
of New York, to be a member of the Board 
for International Broadcasting for a term 
expiring April 28, 1985, vice Charles David 
Ablard, term expired. 
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The following list contains releases of the 
Office of the Press Secretary which are not 
included in this issue. 





Released February 14 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Sarah Evans Barker to be 
United States District Judge for the South- 
ern District of Indiana and Harry L. Hupp 
to be United States District Judge for the 
Central District of California 


Released February 15 


Announcement: 

Nomination of Edward J. Garcia to be 
United States District Judge for the Eastern 
District of California 


Advance text: 
Remarks at the Susan B. Anthony fundrais- 
ing program 
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Released February 16 


Transcript: 

Press briefing on the housing starts and per- 
sonal income figures for January 1984—by 
Secretary of the Treasury Donald T. Regan 





Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved February 14 


H.R. 2727 / Public Law 98-216 
An act to codify without substantive change 
recent laws related to money and finance 


and transportation and to improve the 
United States Code. 


H.R. 3969 / Public Law 98-217 

An act to amend the Panama Canal Act of 
1979 to allow the use of proxies by the 
Board of the Panama Canal Commission. 


Acts Approved—Continued 
Approved February 17—Continued 


HJ. Res. 290 / Public Law 98-218 


A joint resolution to permit free entry into 
the United States of the personal effects, 
equipment, and other related articles of for- 
eign participants, officials, and other accred- 
ited members of delegations involved in the 
games of the XXIII Olympiad to held in the 
United States in 1984. 


H.R. 2898 / Public Law 98-219 


An act to declare certain lands to be held in 
trust for the benefit of the Paiute Indian 
Tribe of Utah, and for other purposes. 


S. 379 / Private Law 98-8 


An act to cancel certain indebtedness in 
connection with disaster relief activities. 
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